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CASE OF 
INTERMITTENT HYSTERALGIA. 


Since the publication of Dr. Goocn’s 


LONDON, SATURDAY, MAY 9, 1835. 


(1834-35. 


der and very sensible. On “ touching” 
the patient the vagina feit burning hot 
i the hand of the physician, and the os 
Neer was in its natural state, but so ex- 





tremely sensitive that the slightest touch 
|gave acute pain. A demi-bath, an emol- 
lient clyster, and a cataplasm to the belly, 


paper on the irritable uterus, neuralgia of | were immediately ordered. 


that organ has been more frequently ob- 
served and studied. The following case 
of intermittent hysteralgia, recorded in 
the Archives Generales, Feb. 1835, by Dr. 
J. T. Monprere, in a paper entitled 


“ Observations on Different Neuralgia,” | 


presents a very rare form of the disease : 


Madame Reder, thirty-five years of age, 
of good constitution, menstruated on the 
7th of October, 1830. The discharge con- | 


| Il. The pains ceased at about three 
|o’clock p.m., and the patient continued 
| free from suffering until the same hour 
in the following morning, when she was 
awakened by a repetition of the pains, 
| with abundant discharge. The same re- 
| medies were repeated, and twenty leeches 


| were applied to the hypogastrium. 

| 12. The patient was relieved by the 
| leeches, and the access proved to be very 
| slight. 

13. The access returned at six in the 


tinued for one day only instead of three or | morning. At ten o'clock the pains were 
four, as was usual with her. On the 8th/ very acute, and the pulse was elevated. 
she was much fatigued by removing her | Thirty leeches were ordered to the upper 
furniture, and towards the evening she| part of the thighs. In the evening the 
felt some obscure pain in the region of the | woman was quite well, and arose to pre- 
hips and upper part of the thighs. On) pare her bath, feeling no inconvenience 


the 9th, in the morning, she felt well, but 
at two o'clock the patient was seized with 
shivering, and immediately after with 
acute pains, which she compared to those 
of jabour. They commenced in the lum- 
bar region, and extended towards the up- 
per part of the thighs and hypogastric re- 
gion, and at each aggravation of the pain 


whatever, but at eleven o'clock at night 
}an access more violent even than any of 
| the former attacks came on. 

14. The atcess was more mild. The 
antiphlogistic method was now abandoned, 
|and twenty-four grains of the sulphate of 
| quinine were prescribed during the day. 
A quarter of a lavement, with twelve 


a large quantity of thick flaky mucus was drops of laudanum, was also adminis- 
discharged from the vagina. Atone o'clock | tered. 

the pains completely ceased, and the pa-| 15. The patient had another access, 
tient was able to rise from her bed. She but it was extremely slight. The reme- 
passed the rest of the day well, and had a dies ordered, comprised sulphate of qui- 
quiet night on again retiring to couch. nine sixteen grains, and a quarter lave- 

Oct. 10. At ten o'clock in the morning | ment, with eighteen drops of landanum. 

she experienced a return of all the symp-| 16. She passed the night well, and slept 
toms, preceded by a prolonged shivering | quietly, experiencing no access of pain. 
fit. The author of the paper in which the | Pressure on the hypogastrium no longer 
case is reported was now called in, and | gave pain. Sulphate of quinine twelve 
observed the following symptoms :—The | grains, and a lavement, with twenty-five 
patient lay on her back, with the thighs | drops of landanum, were directed. 

flexed on the pelvis. Her face expressed, 17. To-day the patient was able to get 


acute pain, the skin was hot, and a little; up. The pain in the abdomen was very 
moist; the pulse was natural, the tongue | dull, and the discharge from the vagina 
was white, and she constantly wanted to/was slight. On the 20th the cure was 
go to stool. The hypogastrium was ten- | complete. 


No. 610. N 


MONSTROSITY. 


SINGULAR ANOMALY OF THE URINARY 
ORGANS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—The annexed case of monstrosity 
resents, so far as one of its peculiarities 
is concerned, so extraordinary an anomaly, 
and is altogether of so interesting a nature, 
that I am induced to request the favour 
of its insertion in the pages of Tae Law- 

cer. lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
8S. W. Fearn 


Derby, May 3, 1835. 


Case.—A woman, in the humbler ranks! 
of life, was a few days since seized with | 
labour pains, and some difficulty occur- 
ring in the delivery, the assistance of my 
friend Mr. Charles Cade was obtained. 
He found a presentation of the head and 
umbilical chord, and after waiting some 
time the head was expelled, but he then 
found it impossible to bring away the body 
of the fetus. In this dilemma he con- 
trived to obtain a hold of and to ampu-| 








MR. FEARN ON FETAL URINARY SECRETION. 


urethra passed down it only as far as its 
membranous portion. 

The kidneys were flabby, and when cut 
into, their secreting and tubular portions 
were found much attenuated, owing to the 
distention the pelvis of each had under- 
gone. The ureter on each side, when in- 
flated, was nearly an inch in diameter, 
and its valvular opening into the bladder 
was considerably larger than natural, on 
one side readily admitting the point of the 
little finger. The bladder, when filled 
with water, contained upwards of two 
quarts. 

The rectum terminated ina blind pouch 
in the pelvic cavity, and there was, con- 
sequently, no anal opening. 

There was besides an arrest of develop- 
ment of the right lower extremity, the 
limb becoming suddenly wasted imme- 
diately below the knee, and having at- 
tached to it a foot no larger than, and in 
every way resembling, that of an embryo 
of the tenth or twelfth week. The body 
appeared in other respects to have been 
tolerably well nourished. 


Remarks.—In reflecting upon the pecu- 
liar features of the above case, we are, 








tate both arms; he afterwards divided the!in the first place, naturally struck with 
spine at the junction of the cervical and | the indisputable fact it establishes, of the 
dorsal vertebra, and opened the cavity of great secretion of urine during feetal ex- 
the chest freely. Having done this, he|istence, and in the next place we are, I 
was enabled to feel, in the situation of the| think, puzzled with the question of what 
diaphragm, an elastic tumour, which he| becomes of it when it is secreted, for, so 
punctured, and immediately an immense far as chemical research has at present 
uantity of reddish watery fluid escaped, gone, I believe I am right in stating that 
his proceeding removed every difficulty, no trace of the peculiar elements of the 
and the delivery was then, as far as the urine has hitherto been found in the 
mother was concerned, safely effected, liquor amnii. The only conclusion we can 
Having possessed himself of the faetus, come to is, either that the urine of the 
Mr.C. was so kind as to bring it to me fetus differs in its chemical constitution 
for examination, and for some time we from that of the human being after birth; 
were certainly a good deal puzzled to or that, having been voided, it is subse- 
know what to make of it. It wasa male, quently separated by absorption from the 
apparently of the seventh or eighth month liquor amnii. The former of these sup- 
of gestation. The parictes of the abdomen positions is perhaps the more probable 
were large and flaccid, and in its cavity one, but at all events it will be a matter 
we found an immense sac, the coats of of interest, and of some importance ina 
which were three or four lines in thick-'| physiological point of view, to have the 
ness, and every where traversed by nu-| subject chemically investigated, I know 
merous large vessels engorged with dark-| not how far this may be possible with 
coloured blood. This sac was, after care-|the urine of the human feetus, for the 
ful dissection, distinctly made out to he | only observation | have yet met with, 
the urinary bladder, which had been enor- | which has any reference to the secretion 
mously distended by the secretion of the of the kidneys during feetal life, is the fol- 
kidneys, Its muscular fibres were much | lowing, which I extract from the second 
hypertrophied. Jt had no communication | volume of Magendie’s Préces Eleméntaire 
whatever with the urethra, and the only de Physiologie, p. 583, where, in speaking 
firm attachment it had to the pelvis was of the glandular secretions of the fetus, 
by a broadish band of muscular fibres, he says, “ On ignore, par exemple, si les 
proceeding from its muscular coat, which reins forment de l'urine, et si ce fluide 
were inserted into the fore and upper part est rejeté par l'urétre dans la cavité de 
of the symphysis pubis. l'amnios.” 
The penis was well developed, but the} Thus it appears, upon the highest phy- 
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MR. COOPER ON UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 179 


siological authority, that hitherto it has 
been a matter of doubt whether the fetal 
kidney secretes at all, though I apprehend 
the above case will prove, in the most de- 
cided manner, not only that the secretion 
does take place, but that it is most abun- 
dant. Though it may be difficult to get a 
supply for chemical analysis from the hu- 
man feetus, it may readily be obtained in 
any of the larger foetal quadrupeds, either 





from the bladder or the allantois; and un- 


CASES OF 
UTERINE HEMORRHAGE 
TREATED WITH THE 
ACETATE OF LEAD AND OPIUM, 
AND SUBSEQUENT SMALL BLEEDINGS, 


By Francis Cooper, Esg., Surgeon, 
Southampton. 


til we are in possession of more exact in- | 
formation as to its constituents, it is hardly 
worth while to hazard an opinion upon | 
the subject, though I cannot help think-| Tae following cases of hemorrhage 
ing it may have some share in the pro- treated with acetate of lead and opium, 
duction of the liquor amnii. |afford ample testimony of the efficacy of 
I much regret that, at the time of de-| those powerful medicines, when properly 
livery, the whole of the fluid contained in| used. I say properly, because unless the 
the bladder should have been allowed to dose be proportioned to the nature and 
escape. I intend, however, at the earliest | urgency of the case, they are of little or 
opportunity to supply the deficiency in| no benefit, and, indeed, the latter (opium) 
this narrative, by an analysis either of is often positively injurious, when given 
the urine of a foetal quadruped, or, if pos- in small quantities to a patient who is 
sible, of the human fetus. exhausted by long-continued uterine dis- 
charges. When half-grain or twenty- 
Derby, May 5th. (drop doses are given, the pulse is fre- 

To the Editor.—Six,—In mentioning to quently quickened and rendered irritable, 

a medical friend this morning the case 1|the very opposite of what we intend; but 
sent you two days since for publication, I, when a liberal allowance is administered 
was surprised to learn that Tae Lancer after the uterine vessels have been dis- 
for March 14th contained an abstract of a charging for some hours or days, the pulse 
paper by Dr. Lee, upon the very subject is subdued in frequency, and the system is 
to which my communication refers. Not so completely tranqguillized in the majority 
having noticed that paper, and having, of instances, that the medicine seems to 
ae ge in my own letter considered that have acted like a charm. The pulse, too, 
had some priority in establishing the acquires volume, and the skin, which was 
fact of the secretion of urine in the fwtus, hut and dry, becomes warm and moist; 
I hasten to correct the error. I know the countenance, from being anxious and 
not, however, that the researches of Dr. expressive, a few hours after the first 
Lee will at all tend to do away with the | opiate and dose of lead assumes a com- 
value of the case which fell under my own posed appearance, very different from the 
observation, and if you entertain the same | bloodless and vacant gaze which the 
Opinion, you will probably still be dis- practitioner sometimes meets with on his 
posed to record it in the pages of your first visit. When the discharge has not 
valuable journal. I am, Sir, your obedient existed long, and when the pulse has not 
servant, /undergone much change in force or fre- 
S. W. Fearn. (quency, the lead and opium may be given 

‘in moderate or small doses; but if, on the 
contrary, much blood have been lost, the 
TRANSPOSITION OF VisceRA,—A case of medical man should lose no time in giving 

) meet me of the principal viscera, lately a full dose of each , varying the dose ac- 
described at the Anatom. Society of Paris, cording to circumstances, from two to 
by M. Griso.tes, showed the evident con- three, four, or even five grains of each, 
nexion which exists between the left lateral always bearing in mind that in propor- 
concavity of the vertebral column, and the tion to the quantity of blood lost, the bet- 
position of the aorta at the left side of the ter, in nine cases out of ten, will the sys- 
spine. This question has been long de- tem bear a liberal administration of both. 
bated, and even Bicuar attributed the Nay, it not unfrequently happens that 
concavity to quite another cause, but in cerebral congestion evinces itself on the 
M.Grisouves’ case the aorta being situate third or fourth day after the discharge has 
on the right side, the concavity was placed ceased, and the practitioner is called on 
on that siae also. It was ascertained that to take a small bleeding from the arm, and 
the subject during life was not left-handed. this I have had to repeat twice or thriee 
— Archives Gen. March 1835. before the head was relieved. From one 
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to three, four, or six ounces, will generally 
be found sufficient ; but in young and de- 
licate persons the lancet must be used very 
cautiously, and unless the attendant be 
confident of its necessity, he had better 
apply leeches. One or the other is neces- 
sary,—which of the two our judgment 
will dictate. Lisfranc is a great advocate 
for small bleedings after the discharge has 
ceased, and I certainly should not have 
ventured on them as I have done, had it 
not heen for his authority; the result, 
however, has always been satisfactory. 
To return to the lead, however. It is 
surprising to see the speedy benefit de- 
rived from it, both with and without 
opium, in arresting the hemorrhage. Even 
after the first dose the hemorrhage may 
be said to lessen; and at the end of six or 
eight hours it is reduced considerably. 
The hands and feet should be kept warm 
with bottles of hot water or warm bricks; 
the head low and the hips elevated. The 
bed-clothes should be light; if the extremi- 
ties be attended to, the system will’sel- 
dom take harm, although I cannot too 
strongly reprobate the plan of keeping the 





MR. COOPER ON UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 








patient in a state of shivering for hours. 
Such a proceeding is apt not only to in- | 
duce serious internal congestions and sub- 
sequent inflammation ; but, by driving the | 
blood from the surface, to keep up an in- 
creased discharge from the already relaxed | 
vessels of the uterus. } 

Some have denied, I believe, the power | 
of lead in arresting uterine discharge, be- | 
cause the modus operandi is not very easily 
explained, or because they have not given 
it in sufficient quantity, perhaps ; but this 
much I will venture to say, that whoever 
will give it a fair trial, will find it as 
efficacious in the particular instance of 
hemorrhage already mentioned, as any 
other individual remedy in any other par- 
ticular disease. 


Case 1.—Dec. 16, 1833. Mrs. W., Bed-' 
ford-terrace, an elderly lady, about forty- | 
eight years of age, has, for the last few) 
days, suffered from constant discharge. | 
She experiences great debility and ner- | 
vous anxiety; pulse feeble and weak. 
Ordered to keep on her back in hed; to 
have cold acidulated drinks, and a grain 
of opium and lead every third hour.— 
17th. Discharge nearly gone, more tran- 
quil, but still troubled with nervous anx- 
iety.—18th. Much better; discharge gone, 
but experiences some headach or confu- 
sion. Bleeding, to about three ounces, 
with decided benefit. Aperient pill and 
draught.—19th. Bowels open; better. — 
20th. Return of headach. Bleeding to 
about two ounces with much relief. No- 
thing further required. 23rd. Quite well. 





Case 2.—Mrs. B., Orchard-place, a lady 
of full habit of bedy, has had considerable 
discharge, attended with anxiety and gene- 
ral debility. She was ordered to confine 
herself to the sofa by day, as she could 
not be prevailed on to keep her bed, and 
to take the remedies as above. One small 
bleeding was required on the fourth or 
fifth day, after which she progressively 
recovered. 


Case 3.—Nov. 14, 1834. Mrs. Plaskett, 
Bell-street, a poor woman, about 38 years of 
age, has had severe and constant discharge, 
consequent on miscarriage, for the last 
twodays. Her husband informed me that 
she was dying, and on my arrival his 
statement certainly appeared to be cor- 
rect, for I never saw such complete phy- 
sical prostration in my life. She could 
neither move nor speak above a whisper, 
which was inaudible at the foot of the bed. 
There was scarcely any pulse; her skin 
was damp and cold; and when asked to 
put out her tongue it trembled, and was 
completely bloodless; the eye was glazed, 
and her breathing was scarcely percepti- 
ble. Altogether, | never saw lite so nearly 
extinct. I immediately gave her about 
sixty drops of opium, and ordered the fol- 
lowing pills to be taken as soon as possi- 
ble. {% Plumb. Superacet. gr. vi; Pulv. 
Opii gr.iv; Panis q.s.; misce; divide in 
pil. no. 2. statim sumantur; and two of 
the following every two hours. R. Plumb. 
Superacet. gr. iij; Pulv. Opii gr. ij; Panis 
q. s.; ft. pil. no. 2. ut supra sumendus. 
Bottles of hot water to the feet; the head 
to be kept low, and a pillow (straw if 
possible) to be placed under the hips, per- 
fect stillness enjoined, and cold acid drinks 
to be taken. Nine p.m., about eight hours 
from my first visit, I found the discharge 
greatly diminished ; the countenance was 
improved, and some little reaction had 
commenced. Contin. remed.—1l5th. Mach 
better, but the discharge somewhat re- 
turned. R. Plumb. Superacet. gr. iv; 
Pulv. Opii gr. iij; Panis q. s.; ft. pil. no. 2 
statim sumantur. And two of the follow- 
ing every second hour:—R. Plumb. Sup. 
gr. ij; Pulv. Opii gr. ij; ft. no. 2.— 
16th. Better. Improved in every respect; 
very little discharge. To take one pill 
every four hours.—17th. Discharge very 
slight. Bowels ordered to be opened with 
castor oil.—18th. Much better; wants a 
little broth. To have a little broth or 
beef-tea. From this period she continued 
to improve, and in a few weeks was quite 
restored. 


Case 4.—Mrs. Lawes, Orhard-lane, et. 
30, about eight months advanced in preg- 
nancy, has had considerable discharge 
for some days. Complains of weakness, 
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MR. BREE’S CASE OF CHOREA. 


and says she has not felt the motion of; furred, and he complains of a bitter taste 
the child for a day or two. She was/in the mouth in a morning. Considering 
treated as were the first two cases, with|that the disease arose from some morbid 
decided benefit, but premature iabour | affection of the nervous system, I ordered 
commenced on the fourth or fifth day | the following; March 16:— 

from my first seeing her, and the child : - 

was oulll-born for an hn of timely assist- R Pil. Hydrarg., Extr. Conii, Extr. 
ance, it being a footling case, and the head Gent., aa. gr. ij. M. Ft. pil. ii on 
being lodged in the passages for some- hss. 
time before 1 could visit her, with the} ]} Ferri Carbon. Precip. >j; Pulv. Rhei 





chin wedged against the pubis. Even in gr. iij. M. Ft. pulv. ex theriaco 
this case the lead arrested the hemor-! ter die sumendus. Utat. balneo 
rhage, although, from the gravid state | pluviale quotidie, primo mane. 


of the uterus, the vessels must have been | . 
in a very active condition, and much more | March 19. Says he is much the same ; 
disposed to pour forth their contents than | the bowels have been open three or four 
in simple menorrhagia. |times in the day. Contin. pilule. Habeat 
lt would be useless to multiply CASES | Ferri Carbon. 5ii ter die, sine pulv. Rhei. 
after the above, but I may be allowed to| 22. Thinks himself better; the action of 
add that I have found no single remedy | the head is less violent; the bowels have 
more successful in any disease, than lead | been relaxed, and he complains of the 
and opium combined, in all discharges oulness of his tongue in the morning. 
from the uterus and neighbouring parts.| & Mydr. ¢. Creta gr. iij; Extr. Conti gr. ij. 
With respect to bleeding after the hemor- | M. Ft pil on hss. Habeat Ferri Carbon. 
rhage has ceased, I have already said | 5iij ter die. s 
enough. Lisfranc seems to use it as a re-| _ 25. Is much better ; the convulsive mo- 
vulsive agent, but I chiefly use it to re- tion of the head has very much abated; 
lieve the head, which suffers, more or less, he feels it rather more in the evening. 
congestively, from the opium, as well as Bowels not so open as they were. Con- 
from the metastatic effects of a distant and tin. pilule. Habeat Ferri Carbon. 3ss 


uickly averted hemorrhage. | ter die. 
. re _ M om | 28. Is evidently much better; the mo- 
Southampton, May 2, ? |tion of the head is much slower and less 


violent than it was. He complains of an 
oa | inward trembling; bowels open two or 
\three times a day; pulse 90, still weak. 





CASE OF CHOREA Contin. pilule. Habeat Ferri Carbon. 3v 
| ter die. 
TREATED WITH LARGE DOSES OF THE | 31. Is much better. Aug. dosi Ferri 


. : | Carbon. ad 3vj ter die ss. Cont. Pil. et 
CARBONATE OF IRON. ' perstet in usu baln. pluv. 


By Cuas. Rowr. Bren, Esg., M.R.C.S., | April 3. Says he has caught cold, and 
Stowmarket. jdoes not feel so well; the nervous affec- 


tion is, however, upon the whole much 
better; complains of slight pain in the 
S. CLarkr, etat. 25, of a spare habit of head; has had cold chill and night sweats. 
body, has been for the last five years af- Omitt. Ferri Carbon. et Pil. Hydrarg. 
fected with chorea in the form of a con- |}, Hyd.c. Creta gr. v; Pulv. Antim. Feb. 
vulsive rotary motion of the head, which, gr. iij. M. ft. pulv. hac et crastina 
with one or two exceptions, has been un- nocte sumendus. | Magnes. Sulph. 3iss; 
intermittent. The body occasionally as-| Vin. Zpecac. f.5ij; Lig. Ammon, Acet. £.3j; 
sumes a similar action, which in each case -4g. Menthe 3viij; M. ft. Mixt. de quis su- 
has been much increased by over-exertion, matur cochl. magna iij ter die. — 
or by anything which has occasioned de-, April 6. Is better — the febrile symp- 
pression of spirits. He has been fre- toms have subsided. Habeat Ferri Carbon. 
quently under medical treatment, from 35v ter die ex theriaco. 
which he has occasionally found temporary 9. Is much better. Has not per- 
benefit ; but he says that he found no relief ceived any convulsive motion of the head 
trom bleeding, cupping, leeches, or the for the last two days. By close exami- 
application of blisters, setons, &c.: on nation a slight tremulous motion of the 
the contrary, he always considered that bead may be perceived. He says he is 
they did harm. His bowels are regular; quite well. Habeat Ferri Carbon. 3iij 
his pulse is weak and 16; his appetite is ter die. f 
various, occasionally indifferent, but some-| 12. Continues to improve very fast. 
times morbidly great ; his tongue is rather Ordered to discontinue all medicines for 














the present, and to use the shower-bath 
occasionally. 





16. There is not the slightest motion their labours and discoveries. 
He complains of | seem totally unconscious of their exist- 


of the head perceptible. 


MR. PICKERING’S OBJECTIONS TO THE THEORY 














ville, Lawrence, Geoffroy St. - Hilaire, 
Samuel Cooper, and others, published 
Dentists 


faintness, and occasionally an “inward | ence, and dentistry still remains a by-word 


trembling;” the bowels are regular, and 
still dark, from the effects of the iron; 
his tongue is rather furred in the morning. 
Ordered a common dyspeptic pill, three 
times a day. 

26. 1s quite well. Has been at work 
since last report, and has had no return 
of the complaint. 

May 3. Continues quite weil. 

The above case is extracted verbatim 
from my case-book. The quantity of the 
Carbonate taken from March 16th to 
April 12th amounts to thirty-two ounces 
five drachms. I was only obliged to omit 
it once during that time. 

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 

May 3, 1835. 





ON THE HYPOTAESIS OF THE 
VASCULARITY OF THE TEETH. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sirn,—The insertion of the following 
remarks on the above subject, with refe- 
rence to dental surgery, will afford me 
much gratification, and will, I trust be 
acceptable to your junior medical read- 
ers, as briefly detailing the opinions and 
discoveries of the great anatomical autho- 
rities on the teeth. I beg to preface the 
paper with the remark from Magendie’s 
lectures, that “ By adhering closely to 
facts, by taking nothing for granted which 
we are unable to prove, and, above all, 
by employing our senses in the investiga- 
tion of the physiological conditions of the 
different tissues, we have been able to 
understand several points of physiology 
which were before unintelligible, or were 
obscured by vain and imaginary theories.” 
1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM PickeRING, 
Dentist. 
21, Vere Street, Cavendish Square, 
April 28th, 1835. 


It is a subject of general regret and 
complaint with the profession, that the 
practice of dental surgery is yet so little in 
harmony with the present advanced state 
of anatomical and physiological science, but 
still remains the almost undisputed strong- 
hold of ignorance and empiricism. In vain 
for it have anatomy and physiology un- 
folded their treasures; in vain have such 
men as Hunter, Cuvier, Sir C. Bell, Blain- 


for jesters. There are, undoubtedly, many 
honourable exceptions amongst them,— 
men of deserved repute, who would wish 
to see an altered state of things. 

On a correct idea of the anatomy of the 
teeth and their connexions, alone, can a 
successful treatment of their diseases be 
established. Itis necessary to be conver- 
sant with the membranes, and the forma- 
tion of the pulp or rudiment, as they exist 
in foetal life. Authors differ as to the pre- 
cise period at which the rudiments may 
be discovered. Dr. Blake, in his excellent 
treatise on the teeth, states that he per- 
ceived them as early as four months after 
conception. Monsieur Serres, a French 
anatomist, mentions three months; and 
another author,* whose singular asser- 
tions I shall have occasion to notice here- 
after, assures us that he has perceived them 
at two months after conception; that is 
to say, at a period when not only the or- 
ganization of the jaws themselves, but that 
of any part of the system, has scarcely 
proceeded, so far as our senses can deter- 
mine, beyond a confused and gelatinous 
mass! I never was myself, however, 
able to see anything of the radiments of 
the teeth before the fourth or fifth month, 
at which period the twenty deciduous, 
and the four anterior, permanent molares, 
may be seen in a groove on the jaw-bone. 
“ These rudiments,” says Dr. Blake, “are 
so intimately connected with the gum, that 
they seemed derived from it, and came 
with it, when torn from the groove in the 
jaw, leaving behind the vessels and nerves 
with which they had been in contact.” 
The pulp, or rudiment itself, appears to 
be a gelatinous substance, having a double 
involucre, which Cuvier has ingeniously 
compared to the double folding of a night- 
cap. The following sketch will convey an 
idea of the pulp, as it is found in fetal 
life, previous to the deposition of the ena- 
mel and ivory of the tooth. 

Ps o, the gum ; a, the pe- 

—~, <=> riosteum of the socket; 

~~ \ 6, the external, and ¢, 
/ (>> \—-@ the internal folding of 
lite g the sac. 
Vie] The following dia- 

“2 /. ¢ gram gives the relative 
Xs og situation of the parts 

\\ already described, after 
oo the deposition of the 

_— ivory and enamel of 


NP 








* T. Bell’s Anatomy, Physiology, and Diseases 
of ihe Teeth, 8vo, London. 
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the tooth; and when completely out of | points of resemblance between them is a 


the gum :—o gum, e enamel, 4 the ivory. 


The dotted lines repre- | 


sent, as in the first dia- 
gram, the membranes of 
the pulp; the tooth is 
perceived to be depo- 
sited between the inter- 
nal and external folding 
of the sac. It is secreted 
by the pulp contained 
within, which at this 
time becomes highly vas- 
cular. The enamel is completely form- 
ed before the igsue of the tooth ovt of 
the gum, and js supposed to be se- 
creted by the internal surface of the 
periosteum of the socket (a). It isa crys- 
tallized and inorganic substance, which, 
when once destroyed, is never renewed. 
Bichat is the only anatomist that I know 
of who ever supposed it to be otherwise ; 
and his opinion is founded on the disa- 
greeable sensation called “ tooth-edge,” 
produced by the action of aci¢s. But it is 
well known that this only takes place on 
the trituration surfaces of the teeth (a) ; 
or where a portion of the enamel has been 
destroyed (4), so as to expose to the ef- 
fects of external agency the peridental 
membrane. 
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Having thus briefly 


point which must be granted by every 
one who isin the least conversant with 
osteogony. One might, indeed, be equally 
justified in asserting the vascularity of the 
bony deposition which takes place in the 
coats of arteries and other parts of aged 
subjects, and which, according to Sir 
Charles Bell, “is merely the deposit of 
earthy matter, without organic structure.” 
Cavier, in describing the formation of the 
teeth, is remarkably explicit :—“* We will 
call the soft and central part ‘the pulp’ 
(noyau pulpeu) of the tooth ; which, though 
it fills exactly all its cavity, is not organ- 
icly connected with the ivory ; and neither 
its vessels nor its nerves are seen to tra- 
verse its membranes, to enter into the 
hard part of the tooth : in a word, the pulp 
is contained in the tooth, without adher- 
ing to it, but is attached to the bottom of 
the alveoli by its vessels and nerves. Nor 
do any vessels or nerves pass from the 
‘alveoli into the roots of the tooth; so that 
|the roots, abstraction made of the pulp, 
‘and its continuation through their centre, 
|may be considered to be implanted in the 
‘alveoli in the same way as a nail is me- 
|chanically retained in a piece of board.” 
( Gomphosis.) 
| With reference to the experiments made 
on the teeth with madder, it is well known 





membranes of the pulp, | animal at the time of the formation of the 
I will now come to the | tecth, that portion of the tooth which is 
more immediate subject forming during its administration will 
of this paper. “ The, become tinged. This colour once imparted 
question whether the/to the teeth is never removed, as is the 
teeth are vascular,” says Samuel Cooper,| case with hones under similar circum- 
to whose excellent commentaries on Ma-| stances. The foregoing amounts to a proof 
son Good’s Study of Medicine I refer the | of the total absence in the teeth of ab- 
reader for further detail, “is extremely | sorbents and interstitial action. The ar- 
curious and interesting ; and so unnatural | gument deduced from a yellow tinge being 
is the idea of an harmonious connexion | communicated to the teeth by the pulp 
between dead and living substances, that) in the case of jaundice, only proves that 
the common opinion of the teeth being} some persons can mistake porosity for 
furnished with vessels and nerves is not at) vascularity. 
all surprising.” If, however, we apply to| One may be at a loss to guess what 
this primd-facie view of the subject the| could have induced somé authors to infer 
test of rigorous observation and experi-| that caries or decay of the tooth is the 
ence, we shall be induced, with Mr. S.| result of ulceration, in the face of facts 
Cooper, and other high authorities, to| which prove that the phenomena in ques- 
form a different opinion. With reference | tion also take place in artificial teeth, and 
to the arguments adduced by Fox and in teeth which have been boiled, or kept 
others in support of the vascularity of the so long in a drawer as not to admit of the 
teeth, they must appear, on examination, | suspicion of their being alive. On this 
to be but little in harmony with the pre-| question, I cannot refrain from quoting an 
sent advanced state of anatomical science. | extract from Sir Charles Bell's excellent 
The manner in which the ivory of the lectures on the teeth, which will, I trust, 
tooth is secreted from the pulp, within the be conclusive. “Again; the tooth does 
foldings of the sac, does not countenance not change when the bones change. The 
in the least the idea of its being vascular.' bones become soft in mollities ossium, but 
It has been vainly attempted to adduce there is no change in the teeth; neither 
arguments from its apparent similitude is there any change in them during disease 
to bone; but that there are no essential j of the joints, unless (I beg you to remem- 


r described the various that if that substance be given to a young 
s- 
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ber this circumstance) the tooth is forming the state of the internal structure, I found 
at the period when a patient is labouring a cavity formed in the very substance of 
under rickets, or a diseased constitution; the tooth, communicating with the natural 





and then you find remarkable defects in 
the teeth. Again, i is a tooth sensibie? No. 
We cannot imegine the existence of sensi- 
bility ia a part which is not vascular. But | 
although the tooth is not sensible, it is 
guarded against danger; for | was parti- | 
cular to notice that sensibility was given to 
a part asa guard; and so is there a similar | * 
provision here. The sensibility resides in 
the membranes, brought into play by the 
nerve of the tooth, and notin the tooth 
itself. Analogous to this is the case of 
the hoof, which, in one sense, is not in- 
sensible; yet every vibration of the hoof, 
every impulse given to it, conveys a sensa- 
tion to the horse. When the crust or hoof 
is peeled off, we find certain processes in 
the foot—vascular extremities and nerves. 





cavity, and filled with pus.” The above 
$s are so inimical to sound sense 
as to require no further notice. 

The author's opinions respecting the 
liability of the ivory of the teeth to 
disease, inflammation, mortification, sup- 
puration, and his adoption of the term 

gangrene” to signify caries, or chemi- 

cal decay, are equally unsupported; but 
having once adopted the hypothesis of the 
vascularity of the teeth, he is led to infer 
their liability to all the pathological con- 
tingencies peculiar to vascular tissues. 
And, to preserve a lamentable consistency, 
we find the following remarkable avowal: 
“IT have dwelt the longer on this subject 
(the vascularity of the teeth), from a 
rsuasion of its practical importance ; 


pe 
So that the hoof, though not sensible itself, | for, unless this opinion be correct, my 
receives an impulse or a vibration which is | ideas on the diseases of these organs are 
conveyed to the end of the nerve, and the wholly fallacious, and the mode of prac- 
horse feels the ground just as you feel/tice which I shall have to recommend is 





what is between the teeth.” 

I should have hardly thought it neces- | 
sary to undertake a serious refutation of| 
the opinion of the vascularity of the teeth, | 
had not an author of our own day attempt- 
ed, in a work entitled “ Anatomy, Physi- | 
ology, and Diseases of the Teeth,” to! 
establish on this erroneous and obsolete 
theory the whole practice of Dental Ser. 
gery. Had the author here alluded to! 
confined its application to his own private 
practice, none but his patients would have 
reason to complain; but as a writer to 
whose opinions the situation of lecturer on 
the teeth, at a celebrated hospital, tends to 
give weight and authority, it is incumbent 
on me to warn the young student against 
the danger attending the application of 
his views. A few quotatious from the 
work in question will suffice to give an 
idea of the peremptory style in which 
the author treats this subject. Arguing on 
the vascularity of the teeth, he says: “I 
have, however, in many instances, on pur- 
posely breaking a tooth, immediately after 
extraction, where the pain and inflamma- 
tion had been severe, found distinct red 
patches in the very substance of the bone” 
In another no less extraordinary passage 
he adds, “ The question, however, does 
not rest upon doubtful experiment. A 
case which occurred to me some years 
since, the preparation of which is now in 
my possession, appears to me satisfactorily 
to prove the presence of absorbents in the 
teeth. It was, in fact, an instance of true 
abscess in the bone of a tooth. Inflamma 
tion had existed for a considerable time, 
and, after extraction, on sawing the tooth 
through, for the purpose of ascertaining 











' founded altogether on false data.” 

The ivory of the teeth not being 
vascular, but merely a deposit of bony 
matter, without organic structure, what, 
then, is caries or decay? Nothing but 
chemical decomposition, produced by the 
various well-known acids found at one 
time or other in the mouth, to which may 
perhaps be added the sulpho-cyanic, lately 
discovered in the saliva by Tiedemann and 
Gmelin. The sudden transitions of tem- 
perature may also be considered asa suffi- 
cient cause. The tooth is composed of 
the enamel and the ivory, two bodies of 
unequal densities. They will, conse- 
quently, expand in different proportions, 
under the influence of caloric. It may be 
supposed that the enamel not being able 
to follow the expansion of the ivory, cracks 
in different places. And, in fact, I have 
observed in every incipient caries, at least 
one crack or fissure. Now, it is perfectly 
evident that these cracks are sufficient to 
give passage to the various acids by which 
the phosphate of lime of the ivory may be 
affected, viz., the oxalic, tartaric, succinic, 
and sulphuric. In confirmation of the 
above, 1 may observe, everybody has had 
occasion to observe, that a smail hole in 
the enamel is in most cases but the ex- 
ternal sign of a very large cavity, for the 
progress of decomposition always pro- 
ceeds under the enamel. 

Will anybody contend that the question 
already so much dilated on in this paper 
is not of the greatest importance with 
reference to the practice of dental sur- 
gery? If the teeth were vascular bodies, 
it must necessarily follow, that whenever 
a tooth is once affected by ulceration or 
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gangrene, extraction is the only remedy. had a tooth excised by the individual 
And, in fact, the supporters of this theory already alluded to. Tne inquiries, how- 
have advocated that operation to a most ever, which I have made to authenti- 
fearful extent. It is convenient, in one cate the case, lead me to think that the 
respect, as it confines the practice of den- | fatal event was not caused merely by the 
tal surgery to mere tooth-drawing. Were excision of the tooth, but by the introduc- 
the teeth vascular bodies, and decay the tion immediately after the operation of a 
result of ulceration, the operations of stylet, or gold pivot, which was either too 
filing and stopping would be impossible, long, and went beyong the fang, or was 
“for who has ever beard,” says Mr. Sa- | introduced without the necessary precau- 
muel Cooper, “ of filing or stopping with tion of previously cauterizing the nerve, 
metal, as it is practised on the teeth, an as it is always practised. In confirmation 
irritable ulcer?” | of the above view of the subject, a case is 

It was not my intention in this paper to’ quoted by Andral of a nun, who, in de- 
enter largely on dental surgery, but I spite of her renunciation of worldly at- 
cannot conclude without saying a word or _tractions, had a deficiency in her mouth 
two on an operation which, in my opinion, | supplied by a pivot tooth. Owing to the 
does not deserve all the obloquy which | pivot exceeding the length of the fang, 
has been thrown upon it: I allude to the and the non-cauterization of the nerve, 
operation of excision. Not that I agree to the unfortunate patient was seized with 
all the pretensions of the individual who trismus and died. 
is stated to have introduced it into this 
country; but, making allowances for the | _ 

rations of interested empiricism, I | 





certainly believe that it may be recom- | LECTURE 
mended in some cases with advantage. | 
As the operation seems to have become DELIVERED AT THE 


almost obsolete, a short description of it | 
will, perhaps, be acceptable. “It is per-| NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL, 


formed with a pair of forceps accurately | las 

fitted to the necks of the teeth, having 

fine well-tempered cutting edges; these A. T. THOMSON, M.D., 

edges must be carefully applied on the... zs ue : y 
neck of the tooth as close to the gums as "Hy 14th Honial, and Profan of Materia 


possible, taking care to keep the edges pa- 
rallel to the edges of the gums, which are | 
to be depressed a little with the inferior | PROPSY AND ITS VARIETIES. 
surface of the blades of the forceps, so as to 
bring the cutting edges fairly beneath the 
enamel. Then with a gradual application 
of pressure on the handles of the forceps, | 
the tooth is in an instant snapped off at 
the neck.” When performed on the front 
teeth (the only ones in which I would re- 





GenTLeMEN,—I have at this time four 
cases of dropsy under treatment in the 
hospital, a circumstance which affords me 
a fair opportunity of demonstrating to 
you the varieties of form which these se- 
rous effusions display, and pointing out 


commend the operation, as they have only | how far those varieties contribute to mo- 
one fang), the following curious fact takes | dify the treatment. 
place. In the first instance, the portion of} Case 1. Ascites.—The first of these cases 
the pulp remaining in the fang imme- is that of Kendrick, who was discharged 
diately contracts within it, and a small | | apparently cured on the 8th of January ; on 
quantity of blood is seen to ooze out ; it/the 25th of March he returned with re- 
soon coagulates, and a new membrane | newed symptoms of ascites, the abdomen 
forms itself over the remaining part of the | being nearly as large, although less tense, 
pulp, as if to defend it from the effects of and the fluctuation as distinct, as when he 
external agency. Soon after, the pulp | first entered the hospital. His general 
assumes a new and increased secretory | health and appearance seemed rather bet- 
action, and in the course of a few weeks |ter than when he left the hospital, and 
the exposed cavity of the stump becomes | there was no edema in any part of the 
plugged up with bony matter. When the /body. He stated that the abdomen began 
operation has been carefully performed, |to enlarge about ten days after he went 
the sound stump may be turned to ex-|out of the hospital, and had gradually in- 
cellent account, as forming a good basis | creased both in size and tension, hut that 
for artificial teeth. in every other respect he felt in good 
But as an objection to the operation of| health. He had lived temperate:y, and 
excision, a case is quoted of a lady whe| ‘ould not account for the return of the 
died at Eltham, of trismus, after having | Jisease. You will recollect that I stated 
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lead and %ij of lard, night and morn 


respecting the 
thecure in this case, founded on the fact,,On the 3rd, the elaterium was omi: 


which experience has established, that 
sympathetic ascites, owing to the original | 
disease being often obscure or irremedi- 
able, seldom admits of a cure. In thes 
instance I was induced to suspect that the 
liver was the organ primarily affected; 
but I could not satisfy myself on that 
point, and, consequently, the line of prac- 
tice which has been adopted since the pa- 


tient returned to us, has been modified by | 


no thouglit of organic disease, but merely 
with the view of promoting the 
of the effused fluid by stimulating the ca- 
pillary system. 

There is a condition of the kidney aris- 
ing trom dram-drinking, the besetting sin 


of Kendrick, which scems to indicate) 


little more than simple debility of that or- 


and calomel gr. j, pulv. scille gr. jes, ext. 
conii gr. ij, were ordered to be taken every 
fourth hour. On the 6th, gr. xv of bitart. 
of potassa were given every eighth hour in 
addition to the pills; and on the 10th the 
dose of the bitartrate was doubled, and 
gr. x of pulvis jalape were added to each 
dose. The ointment was continued. 

The chief distinction in the present 
treatment of Kendrick is the friction with 
the ointment of the iodide of lead. There 
are no means of ascertaining whether this 
preparation be taken into the habit, but 
!as it causes no inflammatory action on the 


| surface, nor displays any effect that could 


authorize the supposition that it operates 
by a counter-irricant influence, I am dis- 
posed to conclude that it is taken in, and 
operates as other iodides do, by its exci- 





gan, and which is not easily detected dur- 
ing the life of the individual, although an 


tent power on the capillary system. The 


examination after death displays a consi-|more rapid decrease of the effused fluid 
derable extent of organic change in the|than formerly, when the most powerful 
organ; it is less firm, and of a mmottiod | nteonal medicines were administered, 
yellow and gray colour when it is divided. | seems to lead to the conclusion that this 
The urine is loaded with coagulable or| improvement depends on the friction of 
albuminous matter, a state of the secre-| the iodide. The iodide of lead has been 
tion which is strikingly displayed in the regarded, on the Continent, as the most 
urine of Kendrick, when it is treated by energetic and, consequently, the most va- 


heat, or tested with nitric acid, or bichlo- | luable of all the preparations of iodine, 
ride of mercury, or muriatic acid, which | whether it be internally administered, or, 


are the best substances for detecting the 


presence of albumen in the urine. One | friction te the surface. 


circumstance connected with this form of 
ascites, is the rapidity with which the 
system of the patient becomes affected by 
mercurial preparations. You may proba- 
bly recollect that salivation was very soon 
produced in Kendrick, when first he took 
the combination of calomel and elaterium, 
which was followed by such beneficial 
effects that 1 could not hesitate to attri- 
bute the disappearance of the effused fluid, 
in a great measure, to its influence. It is 
always necessary to preface the treatment 
in such cases by blood-letting; and most 
especially when the individual has led an 


asin the present instance, applied as a 
1 have seen it dis- 
cuss scrofulous tumour very rapidly; and 
it has been ordered in the case of Parker, 
the female who has the bronchocele in 
No. 3 ward, but as yet it has done no- 
thing towards the dissipation of the tumour 
in that case. 

It is of the first importance, in the em- 
ployment of hydriodates, to watch the ef- 
fects juced, as, even when they appear 
|to be doing good, they accumulate in the 
| system ; and, when we least expect them, 
symptoms indicating a powerful dele- 
terious influence in the nervous system 
display themselves, namely, a choking 








irregular life, and indulged in excessive | sensation in the throat, palpitation of the 
spirit drinking. Such individuals, how-|heart, great anxiety and apprehension, 
ever, it must be recollected, do not bear|tremours in the hands and arms; and an 
much depletion of this kind, and, there- emaciation of body and a depression of 
fore, it is seldom advisable to repeat the | strength ; so that, if the use of the medi- 
venesection. Had 1 been certain that the | cine be continued, life may terminate in 
kidneys were the organs particularly af-| syncope. In such cases, besides leaving 
fected, I should have ordered cupping off the use of the medicine, I have ob- 
over the loins in preference to general ‘served the most benefit to be derived from 
bleeding. He was put again upon a course | the administration of opium and ammonia ; 
of calomel and elaterium, gr. j of the for- with perfect rest of the body. It is true 
mer, and 4 gr. of the latter, every eighth | that these symptoms happen only in pecu- 
hour, with the decoction of the polygala | liar idiosyncracies; but we should be 
Senega and carbonate of ammonia three! prepared to counteract them when they 
times a day. On the Ist of April he be-| do occur. 


gan friction over the abdomen, with an 
ointment containing 3) of the iodide of} Case 2. General Gdema.—The next 


















































case is that of the woman Maria Mother- 
sell, a widow, aged 44, who was admitted 
on the 4th of this month. She is a woman 
of great bulk, and, from her occupation, a 
cook, probably accustomed to live well, 
in the usual acceptation of the word. She 
stated that, for fifteen years, during which 
she had been a widow, she had enjoyed 
excellent health, until her present iliness 
came on, about a year ago. The counte- 
nance of the patient displayed much of 
that clear, pellucid aspect which indicates 
an exhausted state of vital power; but 
the swelling, especially of the lower ex- 
tremities, was more firm and resisting 
than is usually observed in such a condi- 
tion of the habit. She ascribed her dis- 
ease to a cold which terminated in a 
troublesome cough, and her left ankle, she 
said, began to swell at that time, accom- 
panied with a feeling of weakness in the 
part, a condition which remained for 
nearly three months and then disappeared. 
Two months ago both ankles began to 
swell, without pain, and the swelling gra- 
dualiy ascended to her thighs and body, 
whilst at the same time the urine dimi- 
nished greatly in quantity, although she 
drauk a great deal of water, owing to the 
inordinate thirst that she laboured under. 
Like many ignorant persons, she ascribed 
the dropsical effusion in a great degree to 
this circumstance. She declared that she 
had always been temperate in her habits. 

At the time of her admission into the 
hospital, the legs, thighs, abdomen, and 
face, were enormously swelled, and in 
many parts, bet not in all, the swell- 
ing pitted freely on pressure. The 
breathing was much embarrassed, hur- 
ried, and short; but it was not more 
so on lying down; the pulse was quick 
and compressible, the bowels were rather 
confined, and the urine was scanty and 
high-coloured. It was very acid, of 
the spec. grav. 1.024, and deposited a con- 
siderable quantity of albumen when it 
was exposed to a high temperature, or 
tested with nitric acid. The legs were 
covered with small ecchymosed spots, some- 
what resembling petechia, but larger, and 
they were so tensely swelled as not to pit. 

She was ordered to be bled to 3xvj, and 
to take one of the following pills every 
six hours :— 
R Calomelanos gr. vj. 

Elaterii gr. j. 
Mice panis q. 8. ut fiant pilule sex 
equales. 


8. The blood taken on the 5th was 
neither cupped nor buffy, but the seran, 
was tinged with bile. The bleeding, how- 
ever, greatly relieved the respiration, the 
embarrassment of which seems, therefore, 
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to have depended on simple plethora ad 
molem. The pulse was now 104, and there 
was a slight twitching or convulsive move- 
ment of the muscles of the right side of 
the face. This, sne says, has occasionally 
occurred ever since she was taken ill. 

She was directed to continue the use of 
the pills. 

10th. The abdomen was greatly dimi- 
nished in size, and every appearance of 
puffiness had leit the face. She had passed 
a great many watery stools, nevertheless 
the quantity of urine was much greater 
than before. The following pills were 
prescribed :—R Calomelanos gr. viij ; Ela- 
terii gr.j; Mice panis q. 8. ut fiant pilule 
Octo equales. Sumatur una 8vo quaque 
hora. 

13. The pills still purge her very freely, 
and also occasionally cause vomiting, but 
in every other respect she is greatly bet- 
ter. Pergat in usu pilularum. 

15. She continues to improve in every 
respect; the respiration is natural, and 
the adema generally diminished. The 
legs are less coloured than they were with 
the petechial blotches; gr.ss of Elate- 
rium was added to the mass of the pills. 

The diagnosis in this case is very ob- 
vious; the disease is general cdema, 
without effusion of fluid into any of the 
cavities of the body. From the pain 
which accompanicd the swelling that first 
displayed itself in the left leg and ankle, 
it is probable that it had some connexion 
with that peculiar state of the veins which 
constitutes phlegmasia dolens, although 
the spontaneous disappearance of both 
the pain and the swelling scems to mili- 
tate against this opinion. That condition 
of the veins is often dependent upon some 
uterine affection; but this is not always 
the case, as the disease has occurred in 
the male sex. How far the edema in this 
woman can be regarded as connected with 
the asthenic obesity under which she was 
labouring it is difficult to determine, but 
there can be no doubt that this condition 
of the body is more or less productive of 
organic derangements. There is always 
great torpidity of the absorbent system, a 
circumstance in itself sufficient to cause 
edema. The symptoms described by Mo- 
thersell, and the appearance of the lower 
extremities when she came into the hos- 
pital, are often connected with that unset- 
tled state of the uterine organs which 
marks the change of life as it is termed, 
and this form of edema is frequently de- 
pendent upon a plethoric condition of the 
system. The purple petechial blotches on 
the legs, the pain experienced in them to- 
wards evening, and the absence of feeling 
in them, are all indications of that ple- 
thoric state which demands the use of the 
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lancet and brisk purging, although no in- skin was sallow and dry, and he rarely 
flammatory symptoms are evident, and perspired. 

the salutary influence of this plan of treat- | He was ordered to lose eight ounces of 
ment in Mothersell’s case is strikingly ob- blood, and to take the following pills and 
viovs. Whether we shall succeed in ef- powders :— 

fecting a permanent cure, however, is R Digitalis Poliorum Pulveris gr. j; 





roblematical, for, until tho catamenia | ss eo 
ine compietely suspended, the liability) q. 8. ut fiat pilula a nem rae 
of a return of this form of oedema is very | oumends. 
common. The best mode of preventing/ — Potasse Bitartratis in Pule gr. xv 
it is to augment the energy of the capil-| Pulvis inter sing. pilularam Ques 
lary system, at the same time that tonic sumendus. Half diet. 


remedies are indicated; hence nothing is 
more likely to answer these indications) 6. The mouth had already become sore. 


than the hydriodate of iron, which it is The quantity of urine was increased, and 
my intention to prescribe in this case, as ™any watery stools had been passed, but, 
soon as the adematous symptoms shall nevertheless, the swelling was not de- 
have yielded to the treatment now in pro- creased. Pergat in usu medicamentorurm. 
gress. One circumstance worthy of re-| 8. The soreness of the mouth increases, 
mark in this case is, the further confirma- | 4nd there are daily several watery stools 
tion of the fact to which I formerly di- passed. The urine was tested to-day, and 
rected your attention in Kendrick’s case, found to be very albuminous. The swell- 
namely, that the powerful drastic influ-|ing has somewhat diminished. Leave the 
ence of elaterium does not diminish the calomel out of the pills. Continue the 
renal secretion. It is not easy to account powders. 

for this fact; it is true that there is not) 10. The mouth is still very sore; the 
that balance hetween the action of the ali- bowels continue purged. He makes about 
mentary canal and the kidneys, as be- three pints of urine in the twenty-four 
tween the skin and these organs, yet we hours. The swelling is considerably di- 
generally observe that the secretion of ™inished. Pergat in usu medicamen- 


the urine is diminished when diarrhea is torum. 
13. The mouth is more comfortable ; 


present.* : 
. the urine passed has diminished to two - 
si ASE ee Ds 4 by Bo =~) pints and a half in twenty hours; never- 
isease simulating Hydrothoraz. © ’AS* | theless the swelling, both in the limbs and 
case of dropsy which I shall now notice | abdomen, is much less 
is more complicated than the former. The| Although -_ disposed to think that 
patient is Samuel Jackson, aged 55, &/ tne kidneys were the primary seat of dis 
tailor, who was admitted into the hospital | ...6 in this case, yet so y degre f 
on the 4th instant, with considerable swell | 0), curit han — it _ _or te ~ 
ing of the abdomen, the scrotum, and the! 5 ge, - pth a - ay Soe 
legs. He stated that og! se began the nn ho qe A is om Fine af- 
to appear in November last, and that it} ¢., : : : - 
has continued to increase since that time. | — = * “ ey et a ~ 
He affirmed that he had never been given swelling, whick em | mB the radian 
to intemperance, but he has long been /iinbs, | should place it in the first of the 
troubled with indigestion, and for several | varieties described by Dr. Bricut, who 
years has had a cough and some difficulty |,4. most ably illustrated the nature of 
of breathing. On examining the patient | dropsy depending on renal affecti I 
I found the swelling +~ as Mo been de- | thi variety, the eecde Setusen doeper 
scribed, although the breathing was op-| Sh ag : 
pressed, yet he could lie down without |(pPending Re Ke P oeaay *, = 
any inconvenience to respiration, and the | kidneys, is decided ~ the interventia of 
stethoscope detected no cegophony. The | nausea, and occasionally vomiti vi 
pulse was 95, hard, and incompressible ;| diarrhea : and, if a io -— 
the mouth was dry, but the tongue natu-| ,dministered by the ra — - 
ral; the lips were tender, and he had) which the month beosunes affected. In 
great thirst. The bowels bt -— the ‘the case before us this was strikingly dis- 
gg ag or Loa ae oll 7. played ; the calomel was commenced onthe 
: e : ith, and the mouth became sore on the 
a ~ | 6ch; indeed, the mercurial effect increased 
* The plan of treatment, with the ad-|so rapidly as to oblige me to discontinue 
dition of the bydriodate of iron, was pur |the employment of the calomel on the 
sued until the 25th ult, when the woman Sth. In hydrothorax, also, @gophony 
was discharged cured. | is always more or less present; in the 
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case under consideration it is absent ; and 
as the patient can also bear easily the 
recumbent posture, 1 think that there is 
no reason for supposing that any fluid is 
effused into the serous sac of the thorax. 
I place no weight upon the coagulable 
nature of the urine in this case, as 1 have 
seen it occur from the mere administra- 
tion of mercury, when no organic disease 
was present. Iam also disposed to con- 
cur in the opinion of Dr. Provr that it 
depends more on an irritable than on an 
inflammatory condition of the system. It 
is a more frequent concomitant of ana- 
sarca than ascites. With respect to the 
prognosis in this case, little can ‘be said. 
Experience has demonstrated that when 
the kidneys are affected as the primary 
disease, if the change be extensive, we 
can anticipate no permanent benetit from 
any plan of treatment; dropsy under 
such circumstances is, indeed, absolutely 
incurable. 

With regard to the treatment — the 
bleeding was directed rather with the view 
of determining whether inflammation was 
present than to relieve the system; and as 


no appearance indicating a decided neces- | 


feet. She has been taking the following 
powder internally, 
K Sulphuris Sublim. 9 j; 

Potasse Bitartratis gr x. M., 
twice a day, and rubbing the body with 
the sulphur ointment of the Pharmaco- 
peia. On the 10th she was ordered to use 
the tepid bath every second morning. 
The improvement has been satisfactory 
and progressive. 

The strongly-marked characters of this 
species of scabies prevent it from being 
mistaken for any of those cutaneous erup- 
tions with which the vesicular varieties 
may be readily confounded. The pustules 
rarely appear upon the trunk of the body, 
and I do not recollect having ever ob- 
served them on the face; they are gene- 
rally confined to the wrists, the hands, and 
the feet; and are largest upon the wrists. 
The pustules, as you must have observed, 
are distinct, upon an inflamed base, and 
terminate in a scab, which adheres for a 
long time during the cicatrizing process. 
Of all the various forms assumed by this 
disreputable disease, the pustular is the 
most disgusting. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that 


sity for depletion presented itself, the fox- | scabies is a contagious disease, depending, 
glove in combination with calomel was im- as some believe, on the transfer of the 
mediately ordered, in those principles which | sarcoptes scadiei, the itch insect, from 


you know, in my opinion, always regulate 
the action of foxglove. The bitartrate of 
potassa was ordered from its known in- 
fluence in dropsy connected with renal 
disease ; and from the singular property 
which it possesses of stimulating the intes- 
tinal exhalents, and causing fluid stools ; 
whilst it gently excites also the secreting 
power of kidney. We must await the 
result. 

1 shall defer at present entering upon 
the consideration of the fourth case of 
dropsy, which is ascites complicated with 
tympanitis, and displays points of great 
interest and instruction. 





SCABIES PURULENTA. 


The case of scabies purulenta that has 
presented itself in Elizabeth Small, who 
was admitted onthe 4th instant, enables me 
to make a few remarks on this disease. 
The woman is a servant, and affirms that 
she can give no account of the manner in 
which she acquired the disease; and she 
further states that she frequently nursed 
a child in the family where she lived, 
without communicating it to the infant. 
I need make no comment on these asser- 
tions. The eruption in its usual vesicular 
form covered every part of the body 
except the face. The pustules appeared 
only on the fore-arms, the hands, and the 





jone person to another; a circumstance 
,which, if Dr. Adams's statement that 


they are leapers were correct, would not 
require immediate contact with the 
infected person. The present case would 
have afforded an ample field for a 
hunt after these insects; but Englishmen 
are less eager in such investigations than 
their continental brethren; and are con- 
tented with their recognition of the disease 
and their power of curing it. That an 
insect infests the skin in scabies has been 
more generally admitted than doubted; 
but it has been, with much probability, 
contended, that these insects merely carry 
with them the virus of the disease; and 
by burrowing under the skin inoculate the 
habit in the same manner as if the virus 
were introduced on the point of a lancet. 
This opinion acquires support from the 
fact that other insects occasionally ob- 
taining access to the skin, (for example the 
harvest bug, acarus au/umnalis, a micro- 
scopic hexapod, of a vivid crimson colour, 
that attacks the legs of reapers, and, bury- 
ing itself under the skin, causes intolera- 
ble itching and the formation of small 
plegmons,) do not produce a contagious 
disease. 

Those who are desirous of examining 
the sarcoptes scabiei, should be aware that 
it is not found in the vesicles or the 
pustules, but generally at the extremity 
of a furrow or passage, running from the 
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vesicle to the distance of one or two 
lines. At its extremity a white speck 
visible to the naked eye is perceived ; 
this is caused by the elevation of the 
epidermis over the insect, the posterior part 
of which is white, although the head, 
which is usually curved under the body, 
is brown. In order to secure the insect, 
the point of a fine needle must be inserted 
under the cuticle, about a line from the 
white speck, and by carrying it cautiously 
forward and lacerating the cuticle, the in- 
sect is easily turned out. It appears at 
first like a minute granule of flour, but, if 
placed on the thumb nail, it begins to 
move rapidly, and would soon escape if it 
were not retained on the nail. Such is the 
account of M. Renvcci, in a paper read 
at the Academie Royale des Sciences de 
Paris, in September last. Rexvuccr says 
that the animal, under the microscope, 
resembles a tortoise, except in the situa- 
tion and the number of its feet, which are 
six, a description not very consistent with 
the idea of the leaping endowment of the 
insect, mentioned by Dr. Adams. The 
fact that the insect does not reside in the 
vesicle, affords some support to the idea 
that the vesicle is not the result of irri- 
tation caused by its presence under the 
skin, unless we were to suppose that it has 
the power of secreting some acrid matter, 
which, when deposited, is sufficient to 
produce the vesicle. 

With respect to the treatment of this 
case, and of scabies in general, I have 
never seen any difficulty in curing any 
case, whatever variety of form it may as- 
sume, by the external and internal use of 
sulphur, with the aid of the warm-bath 
every second day. At the Hopital de 
St. Louis at Paris, Bierr gives the pre- 
ference to an ointment formed of two 
parts of sulphur, one part of subcarbonate 
of potassa, and eight parts of lard; and it 
appears to me to be a good compound, 
but J have never used it, having found no 
necessity for employing any other than 
the common officinal sulphur ointment; 
or, when this does not rapidly prove cura- 
tive, the compound ointment of the Lon- 
don College. In every instance I have 
found it necessary to administer the sul- 
phur internally, and as it pervades the 
system, and is exhaled by the skin, I am 
of opinion that as much, if not more, 
benefit is derived from it, under the mi- 
nute division which it must undergo in 
the system before it can be exhaled by the 
skin, asfrom its topical action when ap- 
plied in the form of ointment. 

The internal administration of the sul- 
phar in combination with the bitartrate of 
potassa, supersedes the necessity for em- 
ploying any other cooling laxative. 
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Ovr former notice of papers in this jour- 
nal, contained in an article at page 154 
of the last number of Tur Lancet, con- 
cluded with a reference to some affections 
of the respiratory organs recorded by Dr. 
Garrpner. Upon those cases we may 
merely further remark, that as they do not 
‘throw the least additional light either on 
|the pathology or the treatment of this 
|class of diseases, they were well adapted 
| for exclusion from publication both by the 
| Soviety and the editor of the Edinburgh 
|Journal. Adding nothing to our know- 
‘ledge, they might have been judiciously 
disposed of by returning them to the port- 
folio of the author. 

The next case we come to is by Dr. 
Granam, professor of botany in the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh. The case is entitled 
one of “ sudden death from perforation of 
the pleura pulmonalis, consequent on dis- 
ease of the pulmonary substance.” Dr. 
Grauam is a clever, well-informed man, 
and an excellent practical physician. We 
purposely make these remarks, because 
the case itself affords no indications of 
any one of the characters to which the 
author is justly entitled. The heading of 
the paper is very unhappily, if not illite- 
rately, constructed ; and gives no idea of 
its contents. The case is as follows :— 
A labourer, aged 57, was admitted into 
the Royal Infirmary on the 20th of No- 
vember last, with dyspeptic symptoms of 
an apparently mild description, consisting 
in a sense of weight and oppression at the 
epigastrium after meals until relieved by 
vomiting. He had also pyrosis, flatulent 
eructations, costive howels, emaciation, 
and cedema of the ancles. Of the negative 
symptoms we shall merely state, that there 
was in this case no pain felt on pressure 
being made on the epigastrium—a symp- 
tom on which so much stress has been 
lately laid by the indiscriminate followers 
of Brovssats and Dr. Patuip, and than 
which, as the post-mortem appearances in 
this instance show, there is not a more 
fallacious sign of disease in the whole 
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range of pathology. Another remarkable 
circumstance in the case was, that the pa- 
tient, as he stated, had six weeks before 
admission enjoyed good health. Having 
complained of dyspeptic symptoms only, 
the treatment adopted was exclusively 
directed to their removal; on the 4th of 
December, however, he complained of 
pain under the right mamma, with hiccough, 
for which he was ordered nitrous ether 


and laudanum, with complete relief. Dur- | 
ing his residence in the hospital, he is said | 
to have improved much in health and/ 
spirits; and for several days before his | 
death the vomiting altogether ceased. After | 
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that the opening in that membrane was 
produced by gangrene, though the charac- 
teristic fetor was not perceptible to Dr. 
Jounson, who has so successfully exposed 
the fallacy of the allegation that epigastric 
pressure affords a test of inflammation or 
organic disease of the stomach, to whom 
the case will no doubt be interesting, 
though he may not be very well able to 
reconcile the digestion of beefsteaks, which 
this patient was in the habit of eating for 
some time before his death, with the post- 
mortem appearances detailed by Dr. Gra- 
HAM. Our own observation, indeed, would 
lead us to believe that digestion is often 


passing a good night, however, he com-| more deranged in functional, than at least 


plained of much debility on the morning of 


the 15th, and asked for a cup of tea from | 


the patient in the next bed, but before it 
reached his lips he expired. From the 
suddenness of his death, contrasted with 
the mildness of the symptoms, Dr. Gra- 
HAM was much interested in the dissection. 
He found the stomach lodged entirely in 
the left hypochondrium, and containing a 
small quantity of coffee-coloured fluid. The 
peritoneal coat was free from disease ; 
there was great thickening towards the 
pylorus; the diseased part was of several 
inches diameter, having the pylorus on one 
side, and was elevated above the level of 
the mucous coat; its internal surface was 
white, reticulated, and continuous over the 
greater part, but supporting several round- 
ed protuberances ; its texture was like soft 
friable cartilage, its outline was defined 
and circular. The left lung was small, 
with numerous tubercles. The right lung 
was completely collapsed, and pressed 
downwards towards its roat; it also con- 
tained some tubercles, and the lower lobe 
adhered to the diaphragm by a firm de- 
posit of lymph. In the centre of this 
part there was a dark-coloured cavity of 
about the size of an egg, having pulpy wails, 
opening into the cavity of the pleura, and 
communicating with the bronchia. 

Dr. Granam remarks on this case very 
justly, that extensive organic disease may 
exist without the patient being sensible of 
his danger ; and attributes, prohably with 
truth, the suddenness of the fatal event 
to the compression of the lung in con- 
sequence of the escape of air into the 
cavity of the pleura. He is also of opinion 





in the early stages of organic disease of 
the stomach—a fact which admits of some 
explanation by supposing the whole organ 
to be involved in functional, while a part 
only of it is usually involved in organic 
disease. 

To this case of Dr. Grauam succeed 
several of phthisis, of which analysis is 
unnecessary, as the cases themselves con- 
tain nothing really deserving of record. 
One of these, by the late Dr. James C. 
Greeory, is entitled Phthisis with “un- 
common symptoms,” though there is 
nothing extraordinary or uncommon in 
the case, except that the short course of 
the disease is assumed asa matter of special 
wonder. Then we have a fellow to it 
in a case of “ Tubercles in the Lungs 
in Extreme Old Age;” and another of 
the same class, entitled a ‘“‘Case of Em- 
pyema and Pulmonary Tubercles, illustra- 
tive of Connexion between Chronic In- 
flammation and Tubercular deposition,” 
by Dr. Curistison. Besides these there 
are cases of the same disease by Drs. 
Attson and Craig, the whole of which 
are detailed with a tedious accuracy, well 
calculated to weary the most patient 
reader, without adding in the slightest de- 
gree to his information. We are only sur- 
prised, indeed, that men of such learning 
should lend themselves to the rage for 
book-making manifested in the present 
number of this journal, 

Two cases of Pericarditis of long stand- 
ing, which terminated suddenly by suf- 
focation, are next detailed, by Dr. Hay of 
Edinburgh, In both these cases the beart 
was found adhering more or less to the 
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pericardium ; but of the pathaynemenic jend enthusiastic dulness es if he were re- 
symptoms, stethoscopic or otherwise, not | cording facts of this kind for the first 
a word is said by which this obscure form time. To these cases succeeds one of 
of disease could be recognised. That these |“ Aneurysm of the Arch of the Aorta pro- 
cases might serve to fill up a hiatus in a ducing only symptoms of Laryngitis,” by 
medical conversazione may be admitted; Dr. Gaanam, who, we presume, in com- 
butthe production of them in their present passion for reviewers, prefixes an analysis 
form is hardly defensible. Lest, we pre-| to the case of all that appears to us worth 
sume, even a crumb from the sumptuous recording. We quote his own words. 
banquet of the Medico-Chirurgical Society * The whole symptoms of the following 
of Edinburgh should be lost to the medi- case were the every-day symptoms of 
cal world, we are informed that Dr. W- laryngitis. Nearly the whole of the 
Tompson told the society that a man of diagnostics of aneurysm were wanting 
49 years of age was found dead in his till the occurrence of the fatal hemor- 
bed with his eyes closed, from which he rhage. The disease was therefore treated 
sagaciously infers that the man died while as laryngitis; and the relief which fol- 
asleep! On dissection, depositions of bony lowed the treatment tended to continue 
matter were found at the roots of two of the deception. There cannot, he adds, 
the aortic valves; and but one coronary | possibly be an explanation of the symp- 
artery was discovered, which was similarly jtoms, but by supposing them to be pro- 
diseased. The author is entitled to com- | duced partly by the approaching rupture 
mendation for his brevity. through the trachea, but chiefly by pres- 


The next case which presents itself is 
one of “ Diseased Thymus Gland,” by 
Mr. Hooo of Kilmarnock. Patient aged 
15 months; apparently healthy; when ir- 
ritated, threatened with suffocation; re- 
spiration suspended on two or three of 
these occasions ; recovered from these at- 
tacks rapidly; and though seemingly in 
perfect health, suddenly fell and expired 
while running across the floor. Autopsy 
natural, except of the thymus gland; flat 
portion, expanding on the lungs, removed 
by absorption; one remaining portion 
pressed on the right subclavian vein ; an- 
other, on the subclavian coming from the 
left side; another portion passed upwards 
and backwards under the vein, so that 
three-fourths of the trunk of the left sub- 
clavian were completely imbedded in the 
gland. The vein at this point was ob- 
viously contracted. The gland contained 
a considerable quantity of purulent mat- 
ter. The mesenteric glands were also 
diseased, and contained similar matter. 

Dr. Garrpner details at much length, 
and to no profitable end, three cases of 
“ Aneurysm of the Thoracic Aorta, termi- 
nating suddenly,” as such cases generally 


sure on the nerves supplying the glottis; 
|and the chief value of the case seems to 
be the proof which it gives that such 
symptoms may attend tumours in the 
situation occupied by the aneurysmal 
sac here, and that therefore our diagnosis, 
even when formed on a crowd of evidence, 
without one contradictory symptom, may 
occasionally be mistaken.” In many of 
these cases there is an absence of the use 
of the stethoscope, which, we have no 
doubt, will give much scandal to the ad- 
mirers of that useful instrument. The 
authors, however, in every case take care 
to escape the dilemma by averring the 
absence of symptoms to call for its use. 
How far this apology is a good one, rests 
of course with the narrators themselves, 
| but we are sure it will not satisfy the ste- 
| thoscopists. 
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Observations on the Causes and Treatment 
«af Ulcerous Diseases of the Leg. By J. C. 
Sreenper, M.R.C.S.L. London, Long- 

| man, 8vo, pp. 210, 1835. 

| Observations on the Ulcerative Process and 

its Treatment, particularly when affect- 

ing the Leg. By Wittiam Eccwes, 





pp. 66, 1834. 


do, and, as in this instance, without on Surgeon. London, Highley, 12mo, 


physician being aware of the patient's con- 





dition. Dr. Gairdner, however, gives us, Mr. Srenpee, in the preface of his work, 
not the thrice, but the thousand-times-told | enters at some length into a consideration 
tale, with as much specialty of description | of the motives which induced him to write 








ULCEROUS DISEASES OF THE LEGS. 


on ulcers of the legs, and discusses, with a 
good deal of subtlety, the question of his 
originality as an author. We hope that 
he has arranged these matters to his satis- 
faction, as the public cannot yet be sup- 
posed to feel much interested in their so- 
ution. Amidst much that is prolix, and 
many common-place remarks, Mr. Spen- 
der has scattered several sensible observa- 
tions; he is, no doubt, a useful practi- 
tioner, and the plan of treatment which 
he here proposes, is recommended by its | 
simplicity, its plausibility, and, what is| 
better, by the experience of the author, 
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ed that the valves diminish the pressure by 
shortening the column; but this is by no 
means the case. While the blood is ascend- 
ing through the vein, it forms a continu- 
ous column. The valves can only act 
when there is a tendency to regurgitation. 
Another reason, and the author has not 
referred to this, why the veins of the 
lower extremities are more frequently 
distended, so as to make their valves 
useless, and become varicose, may be 
found in the fact, that slight pressure 
on the great veins, from enlargement of 
abdominal viscera, or disease, will ob- 





and by him declared to have been very | struct the circulation, and distend the 
considerable. “ During the last five years | Cutaneous veins to an immense extent. 
about a thousand cases of disease of the |For if. a vein be obstructed by pres- 
leg have fallen under his observation and |Sure equal to a pound on the square 
treatment.” (Preface.) linch, that pressure will be distributed 
Mr.Spender begins by stating, that the | Ver the entire sides of the veins below 
legs suffer from ulcerous diseases much | the obstruction, and will amount to as 
more frequently than other parts of the | ™any pounds as the vessels have square 
body; but denies that this can fairly be inches of surface. When the circulation 
attributed to their dependent position, or of the blood is suddenly arrested, mortifi- 
to their remoteness from the centre of the | Cation ensues, and less or more incom- 
circulation ; he considers that the legs are | plete obstruction, such as we have been 
more exposed to injury than other parts of considering, produces sloughing, ulcerae 
the body; and “ that there exists a positive tion, either directly or as a consequence of 
and palpable unhealthiness in the outer | injury, of cold, of excesses, or of pustular 
structures of the leg, consisting of a vari-|¢Tuptions; so that their mechanical con- 
cose state of the superficial veins, either dition appears to account satisfactorily for 
alone or combined with adventitious de- | the very great frequency of ulcerated legs, 
posits, which are most generally the pro- which constitute so great a proportion of 
ducts of such varicose state.” The force | the surgical cases treated in hospitals, or 
of these arguments is by no means obvi- | ™et with in private practice. The lower 
ous, as this varicose state is precisely that extremities are, besides, liable to tuber- 
which position induces in the legs. The | culous, carcinomatous, and all accidental 
pressure of a colunin of blood is, like that deposits, which produce caries or malig- 
of all fluids, proportional to its height. | "ant ulceration, with which the simpler 
When the body is in the perpendicular | cases should not be confounded. 
position, the column of blood in the As the results of his experience, Mr. 
veins extends from the sole of the foot, | Spender states, that of 100 cases of ulcer 
not only to the heart, but up the superior jon the legs, he found 79 varicose, consist- 
vena cava to the head, and in the saphena ing of 41 simple, 27 very irritable, 11 very 
vein, near its base must, by the force of| indolent; and 21 non-varicose, consisting 
gravitation alone, press with a force equal | of 15 simple, 4 very irritable, 2 very indo- 
to two or three pounds on the square inch. | lent. 
The arms are frequently in a position | Of the whole number, 68 females 32 males. 
nearly horizontal! ; and when hanging | Of the 79 varicose .. 59 ditto 20 ditto; 
freely by the side, the column of blood can | Of the 21 non-varicose, 9 ditto 12 ditto. 
press with little more than half the above | The circulation may be retarded, and 
force. The force necessary to make the} convert common sores into ulcers, with- 
blood circulate through the veins with its out having produced varicose veins; but 
natural velocity, must be added to the pres- | from these observations it would seem 
sure of the liquid column. It is often assert- | that 4 cases out of 5 of ulcerated legs are 
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varicose. This accords with our own ex- | speedily evaporated into a crust. Now we 
perience. Of the cases of non-varicose|¢@, in these cases, greatly assist the na- 


: | tural process, by the addition of some 
ulcer, the males exceed in number the fe-| 1 | 1.55 substance, which will thicken the 


males, while of ¢ cases of varicose ulcer discharge, and thus produce an incrasta- 
3 are met with in women. The mem-|tion; whilst, even in ulcers situated more 
branes of the veins are less firm in fe-|on the surface, and which would sooner 
males, but varicose veins and ulcers are | spontaneously scab, the same application 
ordinarily met with in married women will hasten the formation of the covering 


, PA hi ara | required. 
ares bgnt, Seunp consol children, ond oy “Of all the kinds of outward applica- 
evidently caused by the pressure of the | ‘io which 1 have tried, an ointment con- 
gravid uterus on the iliac veins, or dis- taining a very large quantity of prepared 
ease of the veins after delivery. Here we chalk forms the best artificial crust. The 
may remark that when the legs swell very earthy matter must be in a much greater 


. . be Proportion than enters into any ointment 
much during pregnancy, they should in the Pharmacopeia, consisting of about 


supported by bandaging ; and females three pounds of chalk to two pounds of 
would then have to complain less of ulce-'jard. Even four pounds of chalk will be 
rated legs later in life. readily taken up by two pounds of lard; 
The opinions of the profession on the and if about three ounces of olive oil be 
: } . added, the ointment will not be too stiff, 
eubject of - er _ bandaging, ™ but will easily admit of being spread on 
enses of ulcer connected with varicose the linen. The best method of preparing 
veins, seem to be now almost as unani- this application is uot by rubbing the chaik 
mous as any of those current in the the-| down with the lard; but, having previously 
rapeutical part of surgery. Mr. Spender | reduced the chalk toa very fine powder, 
recommends the use of narrow rollers heat the lard to a tolerable temperature, 
sr oe “s . . and, whilst it continues hot, gradually add 
varying from one aud a half to two ic hes | the levigated chalk in the same vessel in 
in breadth ; and states, that it is his prac-| which the lard was warmed. By this 
tice to apply them tightly round the leg means it forms more of a solution than a 
from the root of the toes to the knee. He mere addition; and the two ingredients 
has rarely found that the patient com- thus become more intimately blended to- 
. 4 : oe 7 gether. 
plained of tight bandaging when the “1. It is extremely mild and harmless 
roller was applied uniformly, andaccording j,, jts nature; so that it very rarely pro- 
toa some directions which he has minutely duces pain. Out of several hundreds of 
detailed. (pp. 121-130.) {cases in which 1 have applied it, I have 
Two principles of treatment are laid scarcely known more than two or three in 
down by the author. We should, he says which it did not give great and immediate 
— . s > — 3, ease. 
‘imitate the natural process of cure,” and, «9 A¢ soon as the lard is melted by the 
“ introduce a healthy action.” \t is upon heat of the part, and absorbed by the band- 
these two principles that his “ plan of ma- | age—and no more is employed than suffi- 
: ” : » this is cient to hold the earthy matter in com- 
naging ulcers” is built. As this is. the rr 0 all “ap Ay y 
most original part of Mr. Spender’s work | @2ton— the cha k is disengaged, and a 
: portion of it combines with the discharge. 
we shall extract his own weeds. This fluid, in many ulcers, is extremely 
After alluding to the general fact that acrid; inflaming and excoriating the skin 
sores scab over in the natural process of in the neighbourhood, and perhaps, on 
healing, he proceeds thus: the principle of inoculation, perpetuating 
2 F ne: _ | the disease. Some of the chalk unites 
In obeying this principle of imitation’ with this secretion, and, greatly depriving 
in the management of ulcerous diseases of jt of its irritating properties, converts it 
the leg, I have been in the habit of attend- into a comparatively harmless compound. 
ing to two things ;—employing an applica-| “3, Partly from this compound, and 
tion which will form an incrustation to partly from other portions of the chalk 
resemble in its ¢ffects the natural scab,and_jtself, an incrustation is formed, first on the 
removing the dressings asscldom and with | surrounding skin, thea on the margins, 
as little disturbance as possible. and at last on the face of the ulcer. This 
“When the cure is left to nature, it crust is produced in a very gradual man- 
seems to be only a superficial ulcer which ner; and when the discharge is great, 
will readily sea; for, if it be deep, the sometimes none is deposited for the first 
quantity of matter is tog great to be|two or three dressings. It is this slow 
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method of its formation that constitutes its 
excellency ; as in this respect it resembles 
the concretion of the natural scab. 

“4. From all these circumstances com- 
bined, another great advantage is obtained. 
The dressings are not required to be re- 
moved so frequently; and the surface of 
the ulcer is consequently less exposed to 
disturbance. The milduness of the applica- 
tion, together with its neutralizing powers, 
lessens the pain, whilst its union with the 
discharge, or its more direct deposit, forms 
a harmless crust to shield and protect the 
adjoining tender skin. The consequence 
is, that the dressings will remain on for a 
much longer period without producing 
uneasiness, than when some other descrip- 
tions of ointment are employed. The 
habit of meddling and interfering, washing 
and fomentimg the ulcer, cannot be too 








process, and frustrates, or at least retards, 
all the natural efforts. It is truce, that 
occasionally the quantity of discharge, 
and the disagreeableness resulting from its 
accumulation, demand the removal and 
renewal of the dressings more frequently 
than we could wish; yet there is surely 
little reason why the edges of the sore 
should be washed, and still less that it 
should have warm water poured over its 
surface. This, which, however, is some- 
times done, betrays a sad want of thought, 
and displays a great forgetfulness of the 
steps which nature takes to bring about a 
reparation of parts. Now I have found 
the chalk ointment to be greatly service- 
able, in allowing the dressings to remain 
on for a much longer time than many 
other forms of application.” 

In concluding his work, Mr. Spender 
expatiates at some length on experience, 
euspiricism, and theory; and states that 
we are still in want of a comprehensive | 
system of medical logic. That his general 
outline (p. 209), if filled up, would Jeave 
the subject where it was, we hope to con- 
vince him, by a few observations on his 
present work. 
and yet animadverts rather unsparing 
on poultices, rest, and all the practices 
which preceding writers have recom- 
mended. Except “this new one” with 
which he has been inspired, none finds 
favour in his sight. What proof have we 
of the superiority of the new treatment ? 
Mr. Spender will reply, hisown experience 
and testimony; but the testimony of 
other writers, if not always stated in such 
unqualified terms, is equally decisive in 


He is “a young man,”’| 
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ULCEROUS DISEASES OF THE LEGS. 


highly reprobated, as it checks the healing | 





favour of other modes of treatment, This 
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is indeed, to a certain extent, an imitation 
of a natural process; but as practical 
men we care not if the process be un- 
natural, provided it will cause more ulcers 
to heal, and to heal in less time than any 
other. Mr. Spender has treated one 
thousand cases of ulcer of the legs; but 
he does not inform us how many were 
cured. Are we to infer that they were 
all cured? He knows well that this was 
not the case. We do not wish to censure 
| him particularly for an omission of which 
|other writers have been equally guilty; 
| but he must be content to meet, like them, 
| with contradiction and neglect, so long as 
he brings forward opinions only, whose 
accuracy it is impossible to compare or 
contrast with those of other surgeons. In 
speaking of the circumstances which have 
misled others, Mr. Spender notices the 
fact, that many ulcers heal if left to them- 
selves ; and that various common applica- 
tions not only give great pain to the 
patient, but retard the recovery. We do 
not ask him how many of the one thou- 
sand cases treated by him would have 
healed spontaneously; nor what time 
would, on an average, have been requisite 
for the production of this effect; but if he 
had fairly stated that eight hundred, or a 
certain other number of the cases had 
healed under his care, and that the average 
duration of the cases was six or a certain 
other number of weeks; if he had indus- 
triously ascertained and stated the pro- 
portion of cures, and the duration of cases 





of varicose, non-varicose, indolent, and irri- 
table ulcers, he would have laid before the 
profession a mass of positive facts, which 
would have for ever a solid 
possession of medical science, and have 
placed the utility, so far as it went, of the 
treatment he describes, on a foundation 


remained 


which nothing could subvert. 

Mr. Eccles has convinced us that he is 
capable of writing a useful book on the 
ulcerative process. His small production 
has been placed last, but it was published 
first, and we are disposed to think was 
read with advantage by Mr. Spender, 
He has reminded us of the following 
passage by John Bell, where the uncer- 
tainty which still prevails in the treatment 
of an external and obvious disease, is 
forcibly depicted : 
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196 DIGITALIS IN DISEASE OF THE HEART. 

“It is impossible (he says) to be seri-jrate all the papers. It is often both inte- 
ous while we enumerate the thousand | resting and useful to make known even the 
remedies which have been applied to ulcers | hare subjects on which the attention of 


—not that our disappointment in removing Stlneal : Peay wee 
so afflicting a complaint can be matter for | Prolessional men 1s engaged, though ther 
ridicule—but the vain boastings of self- | labours yield no fruit. Sometimes, in- 
sufficient inventors surely are so. Ulcers | deed, a report of their literary exertions 
have been dressed with precipitate, calo-| ends with advantage at that point. 

— eo! ——- ae ae — ENDERMIC APPLICATION OF DIGITALIS. 
sablnm, and other devilish drugs; they have) x7 RacisorsKi’s memoir contains the 
been powdered with sugar, chalk, char- hi f f av off th 
coal, asafeetida, and other innocent drugs; | "Story | three cases @ hypertrophy of the 
they have been plastered with turpentines, heart, with induration of the valves, and 
balsams, mei mercuriale, decoctions of one of pulsation of the abdominal aorta, 
walnut-leaves in sugar (which ae treated by digitalis, administered ender- 
protests to be a medicine so powerful that mically. They put beyond doubt, what 


no ulcer can resist it). 1 have seen ulcers, . alll ocean ssl Teoaen Set a 
extending from the os ischium to the ham, | '™@°°* ¢very one would have been reaiy 


or covering the whole back or thigh—|¢ Priori to admit, that digitalis acts upon 
dressed with what? Why, with garlick! the central organ of the circulation with 
and spirits! while others have thought the same energy when applied to the skin 
fit to a them _ ng tarde as when taken into the stomach. Thus, 
eee SS See See ee ee lin ons one, the pulse came down from 
juice. Ulcers have been squeezed into 0 : a 
good humour by compresses and firm ban- 100 to 82 and 64 in a few days after the 
daging, strong sticking-plasters, plates of application of twelve grains of digi- 
lead upon the shins, sponges, cakes of talis to the surface of a blister, and in 
Paris plaster, &c.; 4 ——_ have been another, from 112 it fell to 80 after four 
fixed about ulcers full of fixer air, carbonic days treatment. The great advantage of 
air, vital air. What is there, indeed, that She aatiametin aah tnty with 
tone ast boats teled? ° aoe lermic — od is the one y Hs 1 
: : which it enables us to avoid the unpiea- 
The numerical method, which was a tye ¢ - 
lately explained in this Journal, may be *2™* vomiting end dierrhas 00 often 
y a ie “ jeri brought on by the use of digitalis inte- 
applied with great advantage to the in- | yjorly, M. Ractsorsxk1 thinks it advan- 
vestigation of the influence of treatment  tageous to establish the absorbing surface 
on external sores. The effect of mercury | as close to the diseased organ as possible, 
and diet on syphilitic sores, this method and prefers the powder of digitalis to any 
, other form. As to the dose, we may com- 
mence with eight or ten grains for an 
exactness. adult, and increase this quantity progres- 
isively. One circumstance worthy of no- 
tice is, that after a long use of the medi- 
: : ‘cine in this form, the dermis becomes 
Journal Hebdomacaire, from the 4th Of imbibed with the green colouring matter, 
April to the 2nd of May, inclusive. and presents the aspect of a nevus, but 
Tan Sve numbers of the Journal Heb- |this commonly disappears at the end of a 
di lai » bef . . tain the fol | few weeks. 
ey SO SEnee: GR, Cosa ae | The memoir of M. Rocuovux is a good 
lowing papers: —Ist. Tworemarkable cases one, but it is not completed, and we should, 
of Contraction of the Urethra and (Eso-'therefore, had we more space, defer its 
phagus, by Dr. Dennis. 2nd. Remarks | €Xamination to another period. 
on Calculi, Tubercles, and Ulcerations of | er or a 
the Brain and Cerebellum, by Dr. Se- 
GuILLON. 3rd. On Digitalis employed 


has already decided with considerable 





ANOMALIES IN THE LENGTH OF THE 
Inrestinat Canat.—Some examples of 
anomaly in the length of the intestinal 








endermically in Organic Lesions of the 
Heart, by Dr. Racinorskt. 4fh. On 
Tubercles, and chiefly those of the Lungs, | 
by Dr. Rocuovwx. 5th. On the Endermic 
Use of Digitalis in Organic Disease of 
the Heart, by M. Racinonski. We have) 
not space to notice more than the 3rd and | 


5th articles at present, though we enume-\mum, of its length. 


canal lately presented to the Anatomical 
Society of Paris, gave the President M. 
CrUvVeILAIeR occasion to remark that a 
great number of measurements had been 
made under his eyes at La Salp?triere, 
from which it resulted that the variations 
of the canal are comprised between 74 feet 
for the minimum, and 21 feet as the maxi- 
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MISGOVERNMENT OF THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, May 9, 1835. 
— 

In the year 1829 there was incorporated 
in London, by Royan Cuarrer, a So- 
ciety under the name of the Zoological 
Society of London, and in the preamble of 
its charter we find the following words: 

“ Whereas, several of our loving sub- 
jects are desirous of forming a society for 
the advancement of zoology and animal 
physiology, and the introduction of new 
and curious subjects of the animal king- 
dom.” 

High expectations were accordingly 
entertained by many scientific and pa- 
triotic men in this metropolis, of the 
opportunities which this promising So- 
ciety would afford for cuitivating the ex- 
tensive domain of physiology in England ; 
but the anticipated benefits we regret to 
say have hitherto altogether failed to be 
realized. 
affairs of the Society has been by degrees 
usurped by a party in the Council who 


The entire management of the 


have contrived to secure to themselves 
almost a perpetuity of office, by obtain- 
ing compliance with a series of annual 
“ recommendations” to the 
the Society, that such persons as the 


Fellows of 


Junto have known to be opposed to their 
views of managing the Society, should be 
“removed” from the Council, and their 
places supplied by certain other persons on 
whose servile votes the usurping party in 
the Council could always rely, without 
encountering the independent suffrages of 
honourable and discerning men. 

At the head of this Junto stands Mr. 
Saxnine, an individual who was formerly 
removed from the management of the 
Horticultural Society, and who has since 
been deprived of the treasurership of the 
Zoological Society. Almost every person 
in the employment of the Zoological So- 
ciely, from the hcad-keeper down to the 
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lowest labourer, is either a dependant on 
Mr. Sasine, or a placeman of his crea- 
tion. Precisely the same degrading chain 
of connexion between employer and em- 
the affairs of 
the Horticuliural Society, when Mr. Sa- 


ployes, was observed in 
BINE exercised his pernicious sway in that 
institution, and even men who were dis- 
the latter 


charged for misconduct in 


| Society, have now assigned to them the 


‘execution of the most important trusts in 


the Zoological Society. 
By 
headed, the affairs of the Society have 


the party in the Council thus 


gradually been withdrawn from the su- 
perintendence and inspection of the Fi- 
the offer of 
any sufficient excuse for that suspicious 


nance Committee, without 
innovation. The contrivances to deceive 
the Fellows under the new arrangement, 
are accomplished in violation of all that is 
wise and just. Thus the show and stock 
at the gardens are rapidly declining, anda 
flattering aspect is given to the balance- 
sheet by a resolution that the enormous 
expenditure for the “well” which is under 
construction, and its accompanying works 
(which two thousand pounds will hardly 
complete), shall be deducted from the 
“ Investment Fund,” which it was never 
contemplated should be applied to any 
such objects, but was designed for the 
establishment of such a museum in the me- 
tropelis as should be worthy of a great 
and flourishing Society. It would be 
endless to enumerate the abuses which 
have been or are liable to be entailed on 
the institution through this assumption of 


| power by men who are ever seeking de- 


| plished may be thus described. 





vices to render themselves irresponsible 
to those whose property they handle. 

The mode in which the subjugation of 
the Society to the Junto has been accom- 
The Pre- 
sident and Council of the Society are ap- 
pointed annually at a general meeting of 
is held 


the Fellows, or members, which 








198 MISGOVERNMENT OF THE 





each year on the 29th of April. The!they have ever, so far as was in their 
Council consists of twenty-one members power, promoted plans of economy and 
of the Society, and five of these twenty- 'e*renchment. They have ever set their 
one are annually sunevel by ballot faces against secrecy in the proceedings of 


| the Council; and they have always endea- 
amo) ellow j = . 
age the Fellows, five other Fellows voured to lay the foundation of a good 


being elected in their stead in like man- understanding between that body and the 
ner. Hitherto it has been customary for members of the Socicty, and to advance 
the Fellows to allow themselves to be | the general interests of the institution. 
guided in the direction of their voves for These gentlemen the junto in the Council 
have this year proposed, to the astonish- 
ment of every friend of science in the 
. 7 ah | metropolis, to remove from their seats in 
all along yielded to the dictation of the | 4),.+ body, although the proposal is di- 
Council in every choice of persons to fill! rectly at variance with the principles and 
the various offices of the Society, and the | practice by which the junto have professed 
interested suggestions and demands of tobe guided at every previous election in 
the Junto have been tolerated and sub- "commending the annual changes in the 
mitted to with such patience, that at | Council. This arbitrary and unjust proceed- 


iielih: ities ale ieee ot ena jing has so much excited the indignation 
8 y | ofa large portion of the Society, (amongst 


and urged in tones of arrogance, ins0-| whom Dr. Grant and Mr. Goapon are 
lence, and defiance. In the schemes of} regarded as being beyond all comparison 
power thus plotted and achieved, the the most useful, efficient, and disin- 
Junto are unsupported by a single man | terested members of the Council, that 
of science in the Society, if we refuse that |"8¢Y resolved to exercise their privi- 


ly 
name to ene or two pensioners who ob- 


removals and elections, by the wishes of 
the Council. Indeed, the Fellows have 


{lege at the election on the 29th of April, 
p f ; | independently of the dictates of the junto, 
viously profit by perpetuating this assump-/ ang to remove from the Council rather 
tion of authority by the few. those who had been longest in that body, 

The President of the Society, after the or who had been the least regular attend- 


confirmation of his own appointment, jants on its meetings, and the least effi- 
cient members,—one of them being Mr. 
SaninE,—than the two gentlemen against 
whom the junto had been plotting. The pre- 
year. | sent President is the Earl of Dery, whose 

Amongst the members of the Council name unfortunately is intimately incor- 
who are opposed to the system of mono-| porated with the proceedings of the junto, 
poly and aggrandizement are, Dr Grant, filled the chair at the meeting on the 29th. 
the Professor of Comparative Anatomy in His lordship, unhappily, is somewhat deaf, 


— . and the defect was allowed to excuse his 
the University of London, whose incom- bogs y : ety 
: proceeding to a great extent in favour of 


parable lectures adorned the volumes of | hig yarty,—farther indeed than would have 
Taz Lancer for the last year; and Mr.|heen tolerated in any other member of 
Rosert Gorpon, M.P. These gentlemen |the Society. Without allowing any mem- 
have not been seduced into an acquies-|ber to explain the peculiar circumstances 
cence in the selfish views of the cabal; “hich had induced the Society to pro- 


‘ vose a second Council-list on the present 
but, regarding themselves merely as de- y dp yt 


nominates from the newly arranged Coun- | 
cil the Vice-Presidents for the ensuing} 








cent \ bele of tha 8 occasion, or to obtain information from 
pgates fr . " . Sou . : : 
egates from the general body of the So any source on that point, without per- 


sonally affording a word of explanation 
from the chair regarding the confusion 
which prevailed in the arrangement of the 
balloting lists circulated by the Council, 
and without even anaouncing to the 


ciety, they have uniformly advocated the 


general interests of the independent pro- 
prietors. They have ever been opposed 
to injudicious and extravagant appro- 
priations of the Society's property ; and 
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meeting who were “ recommended ” by the 
Council, and who by the Fellows of the 
Society, for removal or election. The 
balloting was commenced, proceeded with 
in the most indecent haste, persisted in 
with the perversest obstinacy for seve- 
ral hours, and throughout conducted in 
defiance of the dissenting clamours and 
remonstrances of the insulted members, 
the whole proceeding being distinctly 
shown to be illegal, in consequence of the 
non-registration of the voters; and the 
scrutineers unanimously and repeatedly 
declaring that the confusion which was 
permitted to prevail, prevented them from 
superintending the ballot in the manner 
required by the laws of the Society to ren- 
der it valid. 

After persisting for three or four hours 
in this illegal and most indecorous pro- 
ceeding, the chairman was induced to ad. 
mit that the balloting of that day was null 
and void, and the meeting was adjourned 
to Wednesday the 27th of May, when the 
Fellows will have another opportunity of 
ascertaining whether any change has taken 
place in the conduct, disposition, and feel- 
ings towards them, of those whom they 
had unfortunately appointed to conduct 
their affairs. 

Hitherto the 
flourished, not by the good management, | 
but in spite of the bad managment, of its | 
Council. The most active, but the least} 
scientific, members of the Council, in-| 
variably sneer at the very science which 
the society was organized to promote. 
With a vast income, exceeding 18,000/. 
a year, they have already spent a hundred 
and thirty thousand pounds without ad-| 
vancing zoology a single step in this 
country, and its directors have remained 
as they began, the managers of a mena- 
gerie, the exhibitors of a raree show. 

yith regard to the claims as reformers 
of the two gentlemen whom the Council 
so arbitrarily propose to remove from their 


Zoological Society has| 


|in the institution. 





body, we may state that they have mate- 
rially assisted in relieving the Society from 
the expense of the Sabine concern at} 
Kingston, which had unprojitably con- | 
sumed so many thousand pounds of the} 
Society’s fands. They have advocated, | 
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ings; the publication of transactions ; the 
present economical arrangements at the 
entrance to the gardens; the establish- 
ment of a museum in town of easy access 
to the members, where the scientific busi- 
ness might be conveniently conducted at 
all seasons of the year; and, in short, 
every other measure which was likely to 
promote the scientific objects of the So- 
ciety and to promote the wishes of the 
members in general. 

In whatever manner the election ter- 
minates on the 27th of this month, this is 
gertain, that the Society has made an im- 


| portant step towards improving the con- 


stitution of its representative and govern- 


ing body. A serious check hes been given 


| to the absurd system of self-election and 


perpetuation in office, and an equitable 
and sound system of election will ulti- 
mately be established as the result, in the 
annual changes of officers. Many influen- 
tial Fellows of the Society, who before 
were ignorant of the corruption which pre- 
vailed in its government, and were taken by 
surprise on the 29th by the extraordinary 
proceedings of that day, are now fully alive 
to the peril in which the best interests of 
the institution are placed, and their late 
astonishment, it is to be hoped, will lead 
them to institute an effective investigation 
into its affairs. But they must commence 
their inquiries forthwith, and be prepared 
at the election which is to take place at 
one o'clock on Wednesday the 27th inst. 
to eject the most offensive, if not the 
whole, of the members of the junto, from 
their seats in the council, As for Dr, 
Grant, his character, his discoveries, and 
his great fame, render him the main pillar 
Of course that gentle- 
man will consult his own dignity by not 
attempting by any personal exertion of 
his own to thwart the machinations, or ex- 
pose the intrigues, of the despicable fac- 
tion who have acted so ruinously for the 
interests and progress of the Society. 

We may observe, as an instance of the 


ifeelings which prevail in the conduct of 


the junto, that although the offices of Pre- 
sident, Vice-President, &c., are required 
by the charter and by-laws of the Society, 
to be vacated annually, yet Mr.Sapine, 


contrary to the wishes of the junto, the|in order to retain his position of Vice- 
establishment of general scientific meect-| President of the inétitution,—an office 











which he finds very advantageous to his 
ends,—-and, if possible, to secure the re- 
moval of the two incmbers who dissent 
from his own views in the Council, had 
the audacity to tell the meeting on the 
29th, that the office which he holds is per- 
petual in other societies. Several mem- 
bers, however, who were present from 
those sovicties, contradicted his statements 
in every instance which he adduced. At 
this great meeting, also, Colonel Syxes, 
one of the most active, disinterested, and 
valuable members of the present Council, 
declared, “ that if they allowed the go- 
“verning party of the Council to conti- 
“nue their present arbitrary and unjust 
“ conduct towards those who differed from 
“them in sentiment, he would consider 
“ himself as also exposed to the stigma 
“of premature and arbitrary expulsion; 
“ and,” too sensitive to submit to that in- 
sult, “ he would take the earliest opportu- 
“ nity of withdrawing himself from their 
“ body.” 

This is the language of an honest man, 
but it betrays a want of resolution. If 
Colonel Syxes will but look into the 
charter,—we say here nothing of the by- 
laws, because such regulations cannot 
affect the higher authority of the charter,— 
if, we repeat, the gallant officer will but 
examine the charter, he will find that the 
Fellows, in general meeting assembled, 
constitute the source of all the deliberative 
and ministerial functions of the society,— 
the Council being, in reality, the executive 
body, no regulations or by-laws which the 
Council can construct, being valid until 
they have been proclaimed before the 
Fellows, and have received the confirma- 
tion of their sanction. Colonel Syxes 


then, and men like him, actuated only’ 


by a feeling of public honour, and by an 
earnest desire to render service to the 


community by advancing the cause of! 


science, must not think of withdrawing, 
and thus of abandoning the interests of 
the co-subscribers to a little worthless 
knot of insolent intriguers. No; the Fel- 
lows, at their next general meeting, to be 
held on Wednesday, the 27th inst., must 
grapple with the usurping junto, and 
instruct them as to their insignificance. 
The Fellows must exercise their elective 


franchise with a requisite degree of dis-, 
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cretion, and oust all those functionaries 
who have been attempting to twist every 
measure into an instrument for accom- 
plishing their own designs. But the time 
which must elapse between this and the 
27th inst. must not pass unoccupied. It 
should be recollected that the odious and 
pernicious system of voting by proxy is 
allowed by the by-laws, although no such 
system is mentioned in, or sanctioned by, 
the charter. Hence the independent 
Fellows, who have no object beyond what 
can be gained by an honest and enlight- 
ened mode of governing the Society, 
should exert themselves immediately, to 
procure the proxies of those friends who 
may not find it convenient to attend on 
the day of election; and in making their 
canvass it may be useful for them to bear 
in mind, that although the charter sanc- 
tions no such proceeding, ladies have, by 
some ingenious but undefined contrivance, 
been converted into Fellows of the Society, 
andare permitted, according tothe eleventh 
section of the first chapter of that extra- 
ordinary code of laws, to exercise the same 
privileges, and to be placed under the 
same regulations, in all respects, as gentile- 
men. It is of importance, therefore, that 
the kind-hearted She-Fellows should be 
canvassed without delay. 





SevERAL correspondents continue to 
express in very pointed terms their in- 
dignation on finding that the name of 
“ Dewhurst” has been associated in print 
with the names of men who are distin- 
guished in the annals of medical science, 
and the whole of our correspondents con- 
tendthat Mr. W. H. Dewnvrsr has played 
the part of puff to “ Professor Dewhurst.” 
Really, with regard to our own personal 
experience, we know nothing of these 
affairs. We must, however, say that the 
exhibition is a degrading one for the pro- 
fession, and the interests of science re- 
quire that it should no longer be tole- 
rated. 

There are some men who seem resolved 
not to profit by experience,—who com- 
mence life by over-estimating their im- 
portance, and who, no misfortunes which 
may befall them in consequence of the 
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ON THE PROFESSION AND THE PUBLIC. 


errors which their vanity or presumption 
may lead them to commit, can send back 
to those sober and retired habits, and that 
quiet state of life, which nature and reason 
designed them to occupy. Some men 
aspire to be “ Professors and Lecturers” 
in medicine, whose attainments would 
scarcely qualify them for the discharge of 
the duties which would connect them with 
the counter of a druggist’s shop. By a 
marvellous conceit of themselves, or by 
the flattery and adulation of companions 
who are only remarkable for their incom- 
parable stupidity and knavery, such per- 
sons at the outset of life soar, for a while, 
in prospectuses and advertisements, as 
“* professors” or “ lecturers,” and then, 
their incompetency being exposed at the 
moment their money is expended, they 
sink, because the artificial means of sus- 
taining their spurious repute is exhausted, 
and they begin to rail against the world 
because “ men of genius are neglected by 
an undeserving and mercenary public.” 
But so incurably stupid are individuals of 
this class, that they are incapable of pro- 
fiting by experience, and instead of pur- 
suing some humble occupation in which 
they may obtain their bread by honest 
means, they continue to resort to all 
sorts of stratagems, in order to elicit 
a kind of approbation on which such 
puny minds can, when it is to be ob- 
tained, revel with delight. 

These remarks are intended to have a 
general application, although they are 
elicited from us at this moment by cir- 
cumstances which have been brought 
under our attention by the case of Mr. 
Dewnurst. Of private matters we shall 
not speak, and out of others that are be- 
fore us we shall select but two instances 
for observation. They are to be found in 
a card and testimonial of which the fol- 
lowing are copies, typographical embel- 
lishments included :— 

“VERULAM PHILOSOPHICAL SOCILTY 
OF LONDON, 
16, HW illiam-street, Waterloo- Bridye-Road. 


Established by Professor Dewhurst, F.W.N.HL.S., 
&c. &c., February 17, 1834, 

The objects of this Society are the cultivation 
and diffusion of Classical, Literary, and Scientific 
Knowledge. 

Controversial Theology and Politics are totally 
excluded in all the Lectures, Dissertations, and 
Discussions. 
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The Members are composed of two classes; 
O;dinary Members and Honorary Associates. 

Lectues in every department of Literatore, 
Serence,and Philosophy, are delivered by the Pre- 
silent, aided by talented Colleagues, every Wed- 
nesday evening, at a quarter to eight o'clock pre- 
Cheely. 

Each Member is at liberty to introduce a friend 
as a Visitor at every Meeting, either personally or 
by Ticket.—Ladies (friends of Members on/y) are 
admissible as Members and Visitors 

The meetings of the Society are, for the present, 
held at the Honse of the President. 

The following gentlemen are office-bearers for 
1835 :— 

Heury William Dewharst, Esq., Professor of 
Anatomy, Natural Theology, &c., President and 
Director; Joseph Graves, Esq., Benjamin Brand- 
reth, Esq., Thomas Paxton, Esq., Kenton Moore, 
Esq, Vice-Presidents; Charles Dewharst, Esq., 
Hon. Secretary. 

*.* Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of becoming 
Vembers of this Society, may be entered, on sig- 
nifying the same to the President and Secretary 
any night of meeting, and paying the Admittance 
Fee.— All Letters must be post paid. 

N.B, No admittance without this ticket.” 


Now really this is too bad. Here is 
“ Professor Dewhurst” professing to give 
lectures in “every department of litera- 
ture, science, and philosophy!” Verily, 
Mr. H. W. Dewnursr is a “profes- 
sor,’—a professor of the very first class. 
And then there are “the office bearers of 
1835,” amongst whom, for example, “ Ben- 
samIN Branpretn, Esq.” figures as one 
of the “Vice Presidents.” In connexion 
with the card of the “ Verulam,” a corre- 
spondent has forwarded to us the street- 
bill, apparently of a quack, which is 
headed “Brandreth’s Pills, the Original 
Vegetable Universal Medicine.” In this 
filthy document we find the following :— 


“Tue Tesriwontac or H. W. Dewuvast, 
“ Ese. 
* Theatre of Zoology, Gower-street, Euston- 
* square. 


“ London, January Wth, 1834. 

“ De. BranpretaH,—My Dear Sir,—As you 
have requested my candid opinion of your Pitts, I 
have much pleasure in stating that when labouring 
under a serious illness in August 1831, I took them 
by your advice, and am happy to say, that their 
action was in every way all that I could desire ; 
and accordingly from their use I date my recovery. 
In saying thus much, I beg to observe, that I give 
no opinion respecting the advantages you attribute 
to them, as an universal remedial agent, but I con- 
sider them an excellent family medicine. 

I remain, my dear Sir, yours truly, 
“ H.W. Dewnvnsr, F. L. ¥. S. 

“ Surgeon-Accoucheur, and Professor of Human 
and Zoological Anatomy, and Corr. Memm. 
Worces. Nat, Hist. Society.’’ 


Here we have the names of the “ Presi- 
dent” and the “ Vice-President” of the 
onion-munching “ Verulam Philosophical 
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Society of London,” harmoniously asso-|very few words. The communication is 
ciated, —the one as the proprietor, and the | brief, but curious. The author challenges 
other as the puffer, of “ Brandreth’s Pills,| ., t) show that all the improvements 
. gy “te age ging ie ot which have taken place in medical educa- 
Dewharst, President of the Verulam re hao are not ettetintatie to the wise Gcings 
of “BeSsamin Brandreth, Esgq., Vice- | 0f the Apothecaries’ Company. We will- 
President of the Verulam ;” of “ Dear Dr. | ingly accept the challenge, and shall 
Brandreth,” proprietor of the “ Original | show, in noticing the regulations at 
Vegetable” concern; and of “H. W.| another opportunity, that the benefit 
aaa hes than = V. ~~ “ conve-! which the Company has conferred, has 
0 . Brandreth ! 
Among the “testimonials” inserted on | ; Seats : 

the quack’s bill, there is one signed “B,/ from its primitive authority. In fact, 
Hoimes.” Was “Dear Dr. Brandreth, | the interference of the Worshipful Com- 
Vice-President,” unacquainted with the | pany, its meddling, with the rights of 
name of “ Hotmes” before he introduced practitioners, was a nuisance at first, is a 
that name into his paper? Probably, | nuisance now, and will prove to be a 
“ Professor Dewatrst,” if the discharge! . 
of his lectorial duties in “ every depart- nuieance ep long as i lasts. 

ment of literature, science, and philoso-| O04 correspondent suggests that stu- 


phy,” at the “ Verulam,” will admit of his dents would escape from being entangled 
devoting a moment of his time in such a in the new net (as we would call it 
direction, will make inquiries of his “ Dear ‘which the Company has woven to mesh 
Dr. Brandreth” on the amusing subject. them, by “entering to lectures” now, 

We ought, probably, to apologize to 
our readers for devoting any portion of 
our journal to a notice of such persons 


larisen from its interventional and not 


instead of deferring the payment of the 
| entrance fees until October next,—that is, 


or such affairs; but it is right that the | the commencement of the session 1835-36. 


well-disposed but unreflecting classes of| The statement of the “Lecrurer” is 
the community should know for what) correct, and for the information and 
purpose men who ubuse important titles) -vidance of students we re-insert the fol- 
are occasionally associated in this metro- | a as 

| lowing passage from the regulations of the 


polis, and on what humbug mock insti-| Bai : 
tutions titles are engrafted, which are not | 4pothecaries’ Company, as published by 
less imposing than that of the “Verulam| US mn the last number of the Lancer 
Philosophical Society of London.” There | page 163:— 
are many circumstances to which et “ Students whose attendance on lectures 
might advert, not of quite so public a}commenced prior to the Ist of February, 
character as those we have here con-/| 1828, will be admitted to examination in 
demned, but from which we shall een AYN erage — — 
hold public attention altogether, unless |‘ Gepteteser SOS) ws. Ghar an aitene- 
; Secet : | ance on one course of lectures on chemis- 
we are forced to introduce a notice of|try: gue course of lectures on materia 
them into our pages by a continuance of medica: two courses of lectures on ana- 
the obnoxious practices which we have|tomy and physiology: fo courses of lec- 
now considered it our duty to reprobate— | tures on the theory and practice of medi- 
in terms, however, which are by rio means | “ie 5 and six months’ physician's practice 
ive of the depth of diseust with |**_°™ hospital, or nine months at a dis- 
expressive © p sgust with | yensary.” 
which we view them. 
| Thus it appears that if the attendance 
Coll” = on lectures be commenced now, the student 
A LetTrer signed “A Lecrurer” is | will escape from the operation of the last 
published in another part of this week's extortionate batch of regulations. It isa 


Lancer, to which we would refer in a/pity, it is really a pity, that the domina- 
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tion of the Company is so near its termina- | grandfather had been affected with the 


tion; for, truly the worshipful old gentle- | 8*™e disease. In June 1830, Dr. Vinwe- 
. 5 NEUVE made a report to the Royal Aca- 
men, or the venerable old ladies, have demy of Medicine on a memoir of M. 


furnished both the Lancer and the pro-| Loses relative to the development of 
t,| horny excrescences in the human subject. 
. _ | The committee collected 71 observations, 
It must, however, be admitted, that in| viz., 31 in the male, 37 in the female, and 


most cases the laughter of the profession |} in very young infants, It also concluded 


fession with many sources of amuseinen 





; ; ’ or _,| that the skin and mucous membranes were 
has been followed by the infliction of | the only tissues of the animal economy 


that can develop these horns. Dr. Facer 
has lately presented a very remarkable 
specimen of this production to the Medical 
Society of Bourdeaux, 1t had been extir- 
pated by M. Facer from the left lumbar 
region of an Indian, near Guadlajare. It 
was irregularly cylindrical, slightly flat- 
tened on its four sides, with longitudinal 
| eminences and depressions depending on 
the arrangement of its fibres in parallel 
bundles; it was three inches long, two 
inches in diameter at the base, and one 
‘inch and a half at the summit. The Indian 
jhad already sawed it away twice within 
| the space of twelve years. The analysis 
| of this excrescence gave the following re- 
sults, taken from the Journal de Chemie 
Medicale, No. 5:— 

Insoluble fibrous animal matter, con- 
sidered to be concrete albumine, nearly 
the whole. 

Mucus 


many severe exactions on the time, 
pockets, and patience, of medical students, 


their parents and guardians. 


= 


Mr. C. A. Key, Senior Surgeon of Guy's 
Hospital, is, we suppose, in the country, 
as we have not yet received from him any 
disclaimer of the “ Wonverrut Test1- 
MONIAL”™ bearing his signature in favour 
of “ Wright's Pearl Ointment.” 


Tue contest between M. 
Cotitarp and the pupils in Paris termi- 
nated on Monday, by the lecturer an- 
nouncing his intention of abandoning his 
course for the present, reserving to him- 


self the right of succeeding M. DesGr-| 


wettes, should he not complete the one 
he has commenced at the Faculty. M. 
Rorek Concarp was unwilling to em- 
ploy for his protection the public force, 
and preferred yielding to the prejudices 
of the pupils rather than give occasion 
for any further tumult. 


ciate the humanity of his motives, for, in | 
the present state of feeling in Paris, the | 


affair would very probably have termi- 
nated in bloodshed. 





ANALYsis or tHe Human Horn.— 
The horny productions which exist on 
different parts of the human body, though 
very rare, yet present themselves from 
time to time. 


H. Rover | 


We can appre-| 


-+++-avery small quantity. 
| Phosphate of lime idem. 
Chloruret of sodium idem. 

Lactate of soda... . traces. 


| 
| 


INTERCEPTED LETTERS. 


—_— 


“Dear Sir James Macorecor.—Aware 
as you must well be of a repetition of the 
unprofessional conduct of your ally and 
protégé, I beg leave again to call your at- 
tention to the subject, and request that 
you will without delay make such inqui- 
ries, direct or indirect, as will enable me 
to confer with Sir Ast_ey and other mem- 
bers of the College of Lincoin’s-Inn-Ficlds, 
on the best mode of proceeding so as 
either to oblige the offender to find sach 
sureties for his future conduct as may be 
deemed satisfactory, or get him dismissed 





The memoirs of the Royal Academy of 


Rouen contain several examples of the! 
On the llth of February} fiom the Parliamentary evidence o 


phenomenon. 


1830, M. Dustanc communicated to the! 


Society of Pharmacy an analysis of these 


excrescences, Which, according to him, are! 


composed of modified albumine. The author 
at that time possessed three of these horns ; 


two were taken from an individual wheose| have appeared in the newspapers, as 


altogether from the Council, which power 
that body fully possesses, as sapere 

Mr. 
Gurnrie himself. I can conceive nothing 
more injurious to the profession than such 
conduct in an ex-president. { have de- 
sired my private secretary to inclose you 
copies of the different paragraphs which 
8 
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proper that you should have them in your; the ophthalmic line. My humble opinion 
possession collectively to lay before the | is, that we ought to leave the parties alone 
Council. |for the present. Let them fight out the 

“You are aware, no doubt, that Mr.| battle themselves. They are well met, 
Guthrie has lately endeavoured to obtain | being six of one and half a dozen of the 
a baronetcy, a mark of distinction which! other. 1 believe that the unsuccessful re- 
1 consider him as much entitled to as he is sult of this matter with the Duke has con- 
to the peerage; but 1 took care to point vinced my unlucky protégé either that he 
out to certain of my late departed cabinet must sink yet deeper in the Curtis-and- 
friends the gross impropriety of their Morison system, or practise outright as a 
hearkening for a moment to any such physician, for which I should think him 
proposal. | particularly well qualified. He is now ad- 

“The profession would think it brazen, | | vanced i in years, and in place of attempting 
indeed, to bestow any mark of distinction | to do those nice operations on the eye, he 


on one who is in such odour at present. hem relinguish that branch and take to 
“Yours, H. H. | physic. He began eye cutting much too late 
“ April 28th.” lin life, and is quite unfit to compete with 


ALEXANDER, STEVENSON, and other ac- 
“ Dear Sin Henry,—The different para-| tive men in the eye section. I procured 
graphs a copy of which you were so polite|for him an Aberdeen degree some time 
as to forward to me, | had the mortifica-| ago, and he could not do better now than 
tion of having seen and discussed with! get a license from you ; for I would never 
some of Mr. Guthrie's military friends be-| think of permitting a man who has had no 
fore I had the honour of receiving your} University Education, nor has undergone 
letter. He endeavours to waive entering/a strict moral drill, to aspire to the fel- 
on the subject, expresses sorrow that his| lowship. 
name has again been brought before the} “I was not aware that his application 
public in its present shape, and wishes it to be created a Baronet had got wind. I 
to be understood that he is not the writer, heard that he had great hopes that Ear. 
of the paragraphs; but there they are in| pk Grey, when First Lord of the Admi- 
print, and though, literally speaking, the ralty, he having often helped him in his 
denial may be quite true, yet | have every | difficulties at the Ophthalmic Hospital, 
reason to believe that—as on the former! would again come forward; and I sup- 
occasion, relating to the operation on Mr. | pose that the noble Lord would have suc- 
ByNG,—all these puffs, though they ema-/ ceeded but for the news you send me. 
nated from the pen of a Mr. Foore, a| But your opposition must have been in- 
favourite pupil and dependant of Mr. surmountable. I do not venture to speak 
Gururir, were suggested by Mr. Guru- to the disappointed parreau on the sub- 
rit himself. ject, for he has such a spirit that he would 
“On occasion of the Byng affair my/ not scruple to affront me, even if he did 
conversations with Mr G. were of a very not eat me bodily up for mentioning it. I 
disagreeable nature, as | felt it my duty to| I have the honour to be your devoted ser- 
let him know explicitly not only our mu-/| vant. “J. M. 
tual opinion but the public impression,’ “ April 29th.” 
and I did not feel on the occasion very | 
safe in his company, he has such a spirit. 
“| lament toconfess to you that Mr.ByNe’s 








visit to Kensington Palace was planned 
by the unhappy surgeon whose para-/ LITHOTRITY. 
graphs afterwards came before the | peneamee tie ‘geomet 


eye. Mr. ALEXANDER is open-mouthed 
at his scheming rival, and, I dare say, will 
come forward in some shape after the . 
operation is over, should any inquiry| To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 

take place. Mr. Puirrs,—Sir Watuen| Sir,—From what I have learned from 
Watier I mean,—the old oculist, that) various quarters 1 am not at all surprised 
useful appendage ‘of the Royal family, in| at the account furnished by the “Snape 
sO many ways more than one, had secur-| OF Lepran” respecting a case of litho- 
ed the Kensington job for Alexander.| | trity in which four fragments were left in 
There are always wheels within wheels, as| the patient’s bladder, the patient continuing 
you and I well know, in the machinery of | to suffer in an increased degree from the 
society, and Sir Warnen having bought | time of the operation until his death. My 
Puirrs’s eye business, has probably a fel- only astonishment is, that information of 
low feeling in the concern for the original) a similar purport had not found its way 
map, disapproving of opposition shops in| into the pages of Tue Lancer long since. 








ADVICE TO STUDENTS. 


Had the time arrived, when, without ren- 
dering them a subject of personal reflec- 
tions, I might submit to the profession my 
own views and experience of lithotrity, I 
should have felt no delicacy in making 
known several such facts, and suggesting 
such a reason for their occurrence as the 
vindication of lithotrity demands. But my 
position ha# been a peculiar one. My 
motives would lave been open to miscon- 
struction if I had gratuitously directed 
attention to those cases im any manner not 
intimately connected with the promotion 
of the science, or its legitimate defence. 
Your correspondent, whom I know not, has 
however relieved me from all restraint on 
this score. The value and importance of 
lithotrity, as an improvement in operative 
surgery, being impugned, I feel called on 
to be its champion. 

I fully coincide with the complaining 
“ Shade” that the patient might have 
fared better, had he submitted to the 
“bloody operation,” than he did by choos- 
ing lithotrity; but we go no further 
together. 

I have operated in not a few cases by 
lithotrity, and in some few by lithotomy. 
I think, without going out of London, I can 
furnish your correspondent with the ad- 
dresses of eight or ten persons, some of 
whom obtained their cure so long back 
as four or five years since. I can have no 
objection to “ Ledran’s Shade” visiting, 
questioning, and sounding them, I will 
say the same of those on whom I have 
operated in the country. If the good 
“Shade” will do me the favour of a call, 
(and I shall be happy to soothe, and con- 
template the venerable features of, so esti- 
mable an elder), I can satisfy him, or ra- 
ther, I should say, he shall satisfy him- 
self, of the truth of what I assert. 

1 must remind the “ Shade of Ledran”— 
although I suspect the reminiscence scarce- 
ly to be necessary—that lithotrity is not to 
be judged by the practice of one individual, 
even though it should be advertised in every 
newspaper in London that that individual 
was the inventor of lithotrity, and that if 
he were now unhappily cut off, lithotrity 
would be lost to humanity. In France, 
where it has been more completely laid 
open to the observation of the profession 
in the public hospitals, no one entertains 
a doubt of its superiority over the cutting 
operation. Even M. Souberbielle who 
was the ablest in his opposition, and the 
longest to hold out, against lithotrity, would 
not now consent to stand so much behind 
the progress of the art, as to call its in- 
trinsic worth into questiun. But let us 
return to the ground on which “ Ledran’s 
Shade” may agree with me. The supe- 
riority which I claim for lithotrity over 
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lithotomy, remains with it only so long as 
lithotrity is performed by safe hands, with 
safe instruments, and is confined within its 
proper limits, so far as those limits are 
assignable in the present state of the art. 
1 have heard it stated (perhaps with a 
view to repress my own efforts) that the 
foundation of a Lithotritic Institution 
would be surely fatal to the propagation 
of the new method of operating. 1 enter- 
tain no apprehension of this nature; if | 
did, I should have been all along defeat- 
ing my own partisanship of lithotrity, by 
accepting such opportunities of testing its 
results in the different public institutions 
of the kingdom, as my professional breth- 
ren have been kind enough to afford me. 
Lithotrity has nothing to apprehend from 
a fair trial, whenever the speculations of 
vanity and cupidity shall be so far disap- 
pointed, and interested opposition so far 
disarmed, as to give ita “clear stage.” I 
have the honour to be, sir, your obedient 
servant, Wm. B. Costeivo. 
38, Bruton-street, Berkeley-square. 
April 29th. 


P.S. As to the reflections of your cor- 
respondent about the “two hundred 
pounds’ fee,” that or any other payment 
has nothing to do with the matter. If 
surgeons will operate in every case where 
a fee is to be obtained, so much the worse 
for those patients whose gold is abundant 
enough to weigh down the judgment of 
their medical adviser. For my own part, 
though I have received the largest fee that 
has been offered in England for many 
years, I seldom (almost never) have any 
previous understanding with patients on 
that point. My patients have hitherto 
requited me as fully, I believe, as their 
means have permitted, and dissatisfaction 
has, in no instance, been expressed on 
either side. ° 


NEW REGULATIONS 
OF THE 


APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 
Sir,—You have often called yourself 
“the pupil’s friend.”* I am not one of those 
who think the title an unjust assumption. 
Whether you still deserve to be so con- 
sidered will be shown by your conduct in 


* Certainly no such expression as this 
is to be found in any of the leading articles 
of Tue Lancet; nevertheless, we hope 
that the appellation, if applied to us, 
would not be wholly undeserved.—Ed. L. 





reference to the new curriculum of the 
Apothecaries’ Company. I have never 
concurred in the taste or justice of your 
attacks upon the Court of Examiners; 
and I believe your ingenuity would fail to 
disprove what I very confidently affirm,— 
that the entire improvement effected in 
the system of medical education has been 
wrought exclusively by the Apothecaries’ 
Act, faulty and imperfect as I admit it is. 
Among other consequences far from bene- 
ficial to the interests of students may be 
reckoned the following; and, as they are 
inevitable, perhaps the Court of Ex- 
aminers may vindicate their claims to 
absolute wisdom by revising their mani- 
festo :— 

Ist. Detention in town three years, 
being one year more than is demanded by 
the present regulations. This may be 
fairly set down as an addition of one third 
to the expenses of medical education. 

2nd. Privation of the relaxation essen- | 
tial to the restoration of most students | 
after the exhausting effects of labour 
during the winter session. 

3rd. Increased charge on some of the 
Lectures, in consequence of the increased 
number required by the “ Court.” 

4th. Insufficient time for profitably 
attending some of the classes. 

These examples are sufficient te show 
that the arrangements are mischievous 








THE APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY. 


“ Sir,—The new curriculum is applicable 
to such students only as shall commence 
their attendance on lectures on or after 
the Ist of October next, and is not in- 
tended to interfere in any manner with 
those who have already attended, or who 
may commence their attendance before 
the next winter session. The Court has 
at all times been careful to avoid making 
regulations which might affect students 
who had begun their pudiic studies. This 
curriculum has been published thus early 
that it might find its way into the country 
by those students who are now leaving 
London, and by whose means it might be 
communicated to their young friends who 
might be about to begin their public 
course of study in October next. The 
summer course of lectures which you are 
now about to commence, will be recog- 
nised on the old system, and will continue 
to be recognised as respects those students 
who are now pursuing their studies. I 
have the honour to be, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

“Joun Warson. 
“43, Berners-street, 
May Sth, 1835.” 





Avornecanres’Company.— To the Edi- 
tor of the Launcet.—Sir, 1 beg leave to call 


and incomplete; and prove that, before | attention to the scandalons manner in 
any violent change in the course of|Which the Apothecaries’ Company treat 
medical education be resolved on, the | Some of their licentiates, especially those 


only competent judges of the necessity practising in Wales. More than nine 
and the mode, i. e. the Lecturers, should |™months ago the Apothecaries’ Company 
be consulted. At least one half of the| Were written to by three medical men, 
students who complete their educatjon do claiming protection against a person who 
so at a sacrifice by their friends, and this |'8 practising without having obtained the 
ill-conceived plan will draw still more license of the company, or having ever 
upon resources already too often scanty. attended a single course of lectures, and 

One mote of evading the mischief, for }@Vidence of his so practising was for- 


a year at least, is for all pupils who have warded to Mr. Upton, their clerk, after 
> 1 having first obtained from five members 
of the legal profession, an opinion 
that it was quite sufficient for his con- 
viction if acted on. To this day, how- 
ever, no proceedings have been com- 
menced, nor has any further notice been 
taken of it by the Company, although in- 
formed at the time that any deficiency 
in the evidence could be obtained, as there 
was no lack of cases which could be cited, 
the person also acting as the medical at- 
tendant on clubs constituted under au Act 
of Parliament which expressly requires 
that en Apothecary shall be appointed to 
attendthe members, Hoping through the 
medium of your valuable journal to attract 
the notice of some influential ap of 
the Apothecaries’ Company to this gross 
inattention on the part of that body, and 
to the encroachments daily made upon 


not yet commenced attendance upon lec- 
tures, meaning to do so next October, to 
enter at once to the respective classes. 
By commencing the courses before October, 
they keep without the pale of the newest 
law from Blackfriars. 1am, sir, Xc., 
A Lecrurer. 
London, May 6th, 1835. 


LETTER FROM MR. WATSON. 

To rue Epiror.—Sir,—The following 

letter publicly interests the pupils, espe- 

cially the last clause, in reference to 

summer lectures. | therefore send it to} 
you. I am, sir, your very obedient, 


G. D, Dearnorr. 
May Gth, 1835. 
“To G, D. Dermott, Esq. | 
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the licentiates by the druggists, who con-! than the unheard-of sum of two guineas 
prescribe and dispense prescrip-' and a half per head. I do not therefore 
tions which they have written after visit- much marvel at his soreness in being de- 
ing patients, even at five and six miles prived of these good things. 
distance from their shops, I remain, Sir,) Through the splendid talents and unde- 
your obedient servant, | Viating exertions of Mr. Henry Simpson, 
A Licentiate A.C. |now the churchwarden, this state of 
St. Asaph, April 24, 1835. affairs has at length been changed, that 
gentleman having destroyed, by an action 
at law, the usurped power of the select 
| vestry, the corner-stone which upheld the 
ST. MARTIN’S-IN-THE-FIELDS. | Whole concern. On coming into power, 
.- - not forgetting the principles which he 
LETTER FROM MR. BAINBRIDGE. | advocated out of office, when he contended 
that the parties who pay officers ought 
’ also to have the power of appointing 
To the Editor of Tus Laxcer. them, Mr. Sterdieal convened Xe open 
vestry at the end of the parochial year, 
viz. at Lady Day, to appoint the parish 
officers,— the first time that there had been 
an election for 228 years: and I ask you, 
Sir, whether the situation of surgeon to 
the parish was not fairly open to every 
surgeon residing therein. There were, 
to my knowledge, two other gentlemen 
who intended to come forward as candi- 
dates, but who, through a belief (whether 
a just one or not it is not for me to say) 
that I had stronger claims to the office 
than they, declined to offer themselves, 
and conceded their interestto me. I was 
solicited by some hundreds of the parish- 


Sim,— A communication from a corre- 
spondent appeared in your journal of two 
or three weeks back, respecting the dis- 
missal of the late, and the appointment of 
the present, surgeon to the parish of St. 
Martin’s-in-the-Ficlds, in which it was, 
attempted to make a charge, or rather 
an insinuation, of unprofessional conduct 
against myself; and your last journal con- 
tains a letter coming directly from Mr. 
Gozna, the late surgeon. 1 will, there- 
fore, endeavour to give you a plain state- 
ment of the facts, by which the whole of 
my professional brethren may be con-) 
vinced of the straight-forward and honour- 


able partwhich T have taken in the transac- ioners to become a candidate for their 


tion, and the injustice of the charge which Suffrages on this occasion, and I accord- 
has been directed against me. ingly addressed them in that character. 

Mr. Gozna, though but twenty-two |The vestry met, and believing that they 
vears of age, and having only just passed had no legal authority to appoint, and 
his medical examination as a student, was, | finding that the Poor-Law Comnuiissioners 
as he has stated in his letter, appointed to| Were about to enforce their powers in the 
the office more than ten years ago, by the| parish, it was thought advisable to allow 
select and corrupt clique whose prede- | the election to stand over. Two or three 
cessors and successors have, a8 you are | weeks previous to this time the open ves- 
aware, ruled over and plundered the pa- ‘Ty had nominated, almost unanimously, 
rishioners for upwards of two centuries. | Teforming overseers, who came into office 
They appointed their own minions and at Lady Day, and almost whose first act 
adherents to all the parochial offices, Was to reduce the salaries by upwards of 
and left to the parishioners nothing but 5004 a year, and to dismiss nearly all 
the right of paying and the power of the old servants connected with the 
complaining. They have, according to| Workhouse, in whom they felt that they 
their own printed statement, collected could place no kind of confidence. 
from the parishioners, and expended,|Amongst these was Mr. Gozna. It has 
43,000/. in one year, tor what they called | been customary for the surgeon to be 
the “relief of the poor,” when, as I| present at the meetings of the board, and 
believe, little more than 20.000/. will, in| he is necessarily admitted imto the confi- 
the ensuing year, suffice for the same | dence of the overseers. Could these gen- 
purpose. Mr. Gozna has received, as | tlemen, then, who have already effected 
have been informed by one of the parish| such great reforms and reductions, and 
overseers, upwards of 5000/. of the parish | who are about to carry their labours much 
money since he was in office, and he has | further, be expected to admit into their 
luxuriated and gormandized, year after | councils a man who, instead of assisting 
year, with the successive boards of them, might atvempt to frustrate every 
churchwardens and overseers, at their | measure of improvement connected with 
almost weekly feasts, some of which, by a| the medical department, and who might 
recent discovery of the tavern bills, it has| be expected to communicate information 
been proved have cost the parish not less|to his friends, the late overseers, which 
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would tend to obstruct and to interfere! profession, your sense of justice will, I 
with the various proceedings of the re-| doubt not, allow me room for so length- 
forming board? They felt the extent of ened areply. 1am, Sir, your very obe- 
this obstacle, and determined, at their | dient humble servant, J.A. Barxsriper. 
first meeting, to appoint, at a reduced! 88, St. Martin’s-lane. May 5th, 1835. 
salary, to the office of surgeon, one with | 
whom they had long acted, and in whom 
they felt that they could confide. I am 
proud to say that their choice fell i THE ASSOCIATE OF JOHN LONG. 
me. With theappointment | had no mo 
to do than had Mr. Gozna himself. = 
But Mr. Gozna says, in his letter that | To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 
he has “in no way interfered in political | Sir,—I leave you to publish or not, as 
or parochial affairs.” Why | have myself! you may think fit, the following instance 
seen him at a public meeting warmly | of unprofessional conduct, on the part of 
cheering his tory friends and crying down | Dr. Ramadge, although, perhaps, it is no 
the reformers; and it is notorious that at more than might be expected from the 
the last election for churchwardens he/j/associate of that notorious quack, St. 
was one of the most active canvassers for Jehn Long. I was called in by a patient 
the two tory opponents of Mr. Simpson, | of mine, residing in Southampton-street, 
who had both been overseers, and one of | Covent-garden, to see his servant, who 
whom, who had the contract for leather,, was suffering from severe cough, with 
actually sent into the workhouse, on the | hemoptysis. On the following day the 
last day of office of the late board, leather, hemorrhage had ceased, and by my ad- 
at a charge to the parish of 102/., which | vice she applied a blister to the chest. 
a committee of the most eminent jeather- | Having on a former occasion consulted 
sellers in London have decided could be, Dr. Ramadge, who told her that she had 
purchased in the market for 33/. And |a disease of the heart, she was desirous to 
yet Mr. Gozna did not scruple to vote and! have his advice again, to which her 
canvass for such men! master consented ; and on Saturday morn- 
He also says, that “Mr. Simpson ing last she went to Dr. Ramadge’s 
solicited me to relinquish my claim, but! | house, and although the girl told him that 
that I resolved on having the appoint-_ ‘she was under my care, he desired her to 
ment.” It is untrue that Mr. Simpson take his prescription to a druggist on 
ever solicited me either one way or the | Holborn-bridge, where I have reason to 
other. As chairman of the meeting, he | believe he is in the habit of sending his 
declared that he would act impartially;| patients. On hearing this statement | 
and I am quite sure he did not influence a| wrote a polite note to the Doctor, re- 
single vote, but left the appointment tothe questing to know from him if such was 
unbiassed opinion of the board: and as to| the fact, and his answer (a verbal one) by 
my “resolving to have the appointment,” | my servant was, that “he knew nothing of 
the statement is sheer nonsense. The} Mr. Hughes's patients, and should send 
judgment of that man must indeed be) his prescriptions wherever he pleased.” 
blinded who could suppose that I could) It seems to me that such conduct on the 





control the opinions of 2000 of the 
wealthiest and most intelligent parishio- 
ners of the metropolis, or of those whom 
they almost unanimously chose to act for 
them. 

Having thus, as 1 believe, exonerated 
myself from Mr. Gozna's accusations, to 
the satisfaction of every unprejudiced 
mind, allow me also to say, that should he 
wish to be supplied with any further rea- 
sons why he ought not to have been con- 
tinued in the office, I shall be able to 
adduce some which it may not be quite so 
agreeable to him to have made public as 
those mentioned in this letter. 

I am afraid that I have occupied too 
large a space in your invaluable journal 
on matters which are unimportant to the 
medical public, but as it has been the 
medium through which unjust aspersions 
bave been made against a member of the 





part of a “ Fellow of the College of Phy- 
sicians” should be made known to the 
profession. — I am sir, your obedient 
servant, 

W. Hueues, Surgeon. 
90, High Holborn, May 5, 1835. 





——_— -——_—_—_- - = 


The Letter of Mr. Laming came too late for 
insertion this week. 

We are compelled, by the press of other matter, 
to defer publishing the conclasion of M. Lisfranc’s 
Remarks on White Swellings for a week. 





Exnata.—lIo leaders, page 154, line 3, for to 
derived read to have derived. Page 161, line 24, 
for and protective to read as it may be protective 
to.—Page 165, article headed “ Vaccination and 
inoculation,” line 1i, Sor legislation read legisla- 
ture.—In the confab, page 173, line 35, for done 
read dons. 
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